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l.NAME OF DISTRICT: Central Islip State HQspital DI":>I R\c.r

2. COUNTY: SuffQlk TOWN/CITY: -=I:.:::s:..::l.....,i::...lp=-_---VILLAGE: Central Is) i p

3. DESCRIPTION:
The Central Islip State Hospital is situated on a one t ho uaa nd
acre wooded pr0perty'located o n the east and west sides of
Carel t o n Avenue frQm C'La y t o n Street to the North to the Southern
State Parkway to the South. The hospital grounds contain

. buildings from various pe r Lod s o f the hosp r ta I ' s growth. These
structures of many different architectural styles, ranging from
Tudor Revival to Co Lo n La I Rev LvaL, are set among clusters of
trees and rolling lawns. Many o f the ho s pLta Lv s buildings
today remain aba ndo ned ,

4. SIGNIFICANCE:
The Central Islip State Hospital was first cQnstructed in 1887
as an experimental farm colcboy of the New YQrk City Lunatic
Asylum. The State of New YQrk nook ow nersh ip o f the Ho s p I tal in
1896, and it has remained the largest State mental Institutuion.
The first buildings were designed by ramous architect Frederick
Withers of New YQrk in 1887. The f'oLkow i.ng years saw many additions
to the hospital grounds. Handsome brick building groups G, H, I, & K,
know n as the "String of Pearls" were constructed in 1901, Tudor
Revival groups M & S we~e built in 1911 and 1913 respectively.
The rae 11 1ty was v irtua lly se 1 f-su ffic iebt u nt il 1945, supply ing
all of its own needs. The isolation o f the syphillis ap Lr-oc he te ;

5. MAP:a n important medical c o n t r Lbu t Lo n , was discovered at the lab
of the Ho s p Lt.a L. The Central Islip State Hospital is significant
bQthhist~rlcally and architectutally.

Map on back of page.
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SOCIETY PRES~RVATION
L I. Ar'Hic;,~, fiES

SETAUKET, L. I., N. Y. 11733

Oo~ober 17. 1975

Mr. George A. Roberts, Dinoto:r
Lai14' Management Bureau
Department of Hental Ilj'giene
44 llolland Ayenue
Albany, Nev York 12229

harlfr;Rob&rt8: "

Pursuant to out' telephone OOZlveraation ot Wedneada7. October fifteenth.
we would be most gt'8tetul it 70u could eend \t8 information about the
architeots for the follolli.Dg buUdlngs at Ce1ttral i :Islip State Hospital.

Cetral Islip Recreation ~Jent.r north of Clqton, Stre.t

Hoftman Houe. 1911. eas:t ri4e Culeto.a A't"e.nU

"String ot Peal'la"" 1901

Kat Shop. c 191'.orlginal11·Powell hwae

Un1t D4 - C. K. Peat Rebab1Ut&tloaOea\er,__t .ide OQa.,ten Aye.

Buildtng G1"OUP K& S

Photo Laborato1'7.or~L laborat.ory whee brealcthrougb. in mental
med1c1ne occurred, left fork beyond Ha.:1ntaance Build1J:l&

Headatart Build.iDg c.. 191'. or1g1nal].,;r Starf Bouse
I
\

RobbhuJ Itall, 1931 _ east aide Carleton Avenue

Firehouse. before 1898. ncrw Seourity Bead.quarters

"-,--,,i~--,----..,----------------------------------



r1r. George A. Robertn - 2 - 10/17/75

FORM

Staff Cottages E & D

Staff Cottages A, B & C

Group of seven staff. cottages, "rood, Colonial style

ThaNe you for your assistance.

l'11's. Harry R. VanLiew
Consultant/Program Direotor

BVL; jr



}IIove.b..~ 5, 1975

I.
"~. Joh••• lyowarilC. Jr., AlA
'roject Chief
Offiee .1 ....1".1 S.~vie.8

,T..,al" .,ltl'S.a.
11.,11'. S~.,. 1'1•••
iAl1Ja1l1 •••• Y.~k 12242

a£; Central Ie11p P.yeh1.~l'te C••~.r
Architectural n1.tory
rrojeet No. S04~1

Th••k yo8 f.~ the researcb .a••ary sheet of b~8tor1e81

i.tree~.~. at C.atra1 Iallp '.ycbi.tric Center your forwarded
t. us. 1 •••ure this i.foraatlon will be ••luabl. to tb.
local ~l.'ol"tcal soclety ••d the Town.

t ~.lt.. eke .ar1, p\otolraphs of certain build1nRs and
~.11dl.1 lre.,s that y ••••ntloned would be valuable. There
fore, '1•••• • • • • 1•• t this a request for duplication. of
tb••e It___ .

SineeTely,

Ceargo A. ~ob.rt.

Director
Land Ha.ageH.at Bur.au

i
i

i_I

ce& HI". Klch••l LoOra.d., ./r.,ort·~
Hr•• Barry Va. Lie., w/r.por~

Mr. B.r~ert Sl.oa .
XI'. C.or._ Gray, ./r.pert



DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF DESIGN

01 RECTOR

ALBERT C. BREVETTI

HARRY STEVENS, JR,

-:,£d,: eo"'"UeT>ON

Services

ECEIVEO
NOV 3 1975

ALBANY, N,Y. :X~3<. 122'12

October 31, 1975

TOWER DUILDING

EMPIRE STATE PLAZA

, ~~,,,., ~.. ~.~ , ;;" d ! }',' i'·::·;~:U.I,..1\\t.. ·.':"'i~ ,~",,"'.:tn .. 1..,,,1.... .;,.....:, ......... \ STATr: OF NC\'V YOnK

,51 DottEPJ.. !~f J,iEHl IH:ttiE~XECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

mlillfW;'L,;;l. W. OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES

Dear Sir:

Central Islip Psychiatric Center
Architectural History
Project No. S0467

Mr. Herbert Simon, Director
Office of Facilities and Capital
Department of Mental Hygiene
~~ Holland Avenue
Albany, New York 12229

" ..

I~

Kindly refer to D&C letter of October 24, 1975, suhj ec t as
above.

A search has been made of our OGS Design and Construction
records, and also, communication under tral«.n \V:L th our OGS Hauppauge
Area Office, to locate any historical information concerning the
buildings enumerated in your letter of October 16, 1975 directed
to Mr. Albert C. Brevetti.

Attached hereto is a summary sheet p nep ar ed in cronological
order touching upon each of the buildings enumerated. It provides
all of the known historical information available in our records.

\~e did locate some ear-Ly photographs and some postcard
illustrations of certain of the'buildings and building groups
which may be of further assistance. These can be duplicated if.
so requested.

Very truly yours,
Al.b er t; C. I3revetti, AlA,
13 'Y----- .. f::, 0b>1 N... (J {t:::: L~Lv-.4.h.

John N. Brmvnrigg, Jl~l { AlA
Project Chief

JNB/sd
. Attch ,
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Armand Bartos and Assosciates

Chapman and Evans
1'..,,,,1. 1·!. Larson. Acting State Architect

Chapman and Evans
Cornelius J. White. State Architect

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wn1:. E. Haugaard. Commissioner of Architecture

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Cornelius J. White. State Architect
Bertram D. Tallamy.Superintendent
D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaa:rd, Commissioner of Architecture

Wm. E. Haugaard. C9mmissioner of Architecture

D.P.W. Div. of Constrtiction
~~m. E. Haugaard , Commissioner of Architecture

Il---.P-.--W-. Ri-v--. ef----G6Tf3'-t:-r-tle-t-i-Ol~J:

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaard. Commissioner of Architecture

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wm.E. Hauga<!!_~C.Q1llJ11:isf3Jonerof Architecture

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Cornelius J. White. State Architect

'. Bertram :12. Tallamy. Superintendent

---- --'- ARCHITE'CT SUPERVISION

Rehab. Center
- -----'-----

Client Residence

Pa~rol1JPerscmnelD~pt.

Storage/Cold torage
~.,rork Control/ hops ,-,~4_

Community Preperation

Vacant

Staff Residence

Client Residence & Offices

Rehab. Center

Childrens Psych.

Married Emp. Res.

Student Nurse Res.

Student Nurse Res.

Patient Reception

1969

1~)30

1930

195-3"" <"-Infirmary Client Residence & Offices

~ ~~\'V;l:c2-R.(V\'{1--3) _. 1 _ ••

oyee~.

25

11 1930

10

106

~(,.-
. 93--

-wT--~-- 1951-~tor-age7Bakery

Cold Storage

'---_._._-----~"~-~,..--.~--

-101 ------'·-T~.r53~---riQwerllous ~----·_-----Po\ve rhO\lso-.---

--~:$"5------'----J'94J -''--r1'iIlrmary -\r-----
- ...--

1-2 1930

- 1l------ 1930

~-----'----'------'----------------.----,-----------,
12 7/128 195i~ Cont. Treatment Client'Residence

I L-2 -~~----'--1930 Suf fo Lk P:s,y.

Unknown

D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaard, C~mmis!3io!lgr of Architectuxe _
D.r.W. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaard. Commissioner of Architecture
D.P.W. Div. of Construction
~{I!l.E. Haugaa_rd--,_Cpmmissioner of Architecture __

D.P.H. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaard, Commissioner of Architecture
D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Hm. E. Haugaa:r~~ Cp~tssione~of Archit~~ture

Ki.f f ,Voss and Franklin Architects
The Office of York and Sawyer
J. Burch McMorren. Stiperil'ltendent
Charles S. Kawecki. State Architect
D.P.V. Div.of Constructiort
Cornelius J. White. State Architect

_____---'- -"B_ertram D. Tallamy,' Superintendent
D.P.W. Div. of Construction
Wm. E. Haugaard. Commissioner of Architecture

Vacant

Vacant

Business Office

Vacant

Vacant

Vacant

GICU/Hedical~Surgical

, A_dm_~nistration _Administration

Cont., Trt.-Male

Cont. Trt.-Male

Suffolk. Psy.

Cant. Trt.~Female

Med/Surg.1967

L-6 1932

126

L-r------·1930

43 1904
I-------._-------~

I L~5 1932

'1':3-.---'---f930--S-u{folk Psy. -Adnri.n ,

f L-4-----'--'7l~9""3::;:'2-----::-=~-::~---

~UGiP't:> ~ ..~~lti \ ~.Qs ..~
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C E N T E Rt S LAN D TOUR 705

agriculture, estate management, ornamental horticulture, poultry hus
bandry, and allied subjects. The two-story-and-attic red brick buildings,
spaced around a broad expanse of shrub-studded lawn, are designed in the
Georgian Colonial style. -

At 29.7 m, is the junction with State 110.

Left on State 110 to WALT WHITMAN'S BIRTHPLACE, 5.7 m, (see Jericho Turnpike
Tour)., _ '

The large group of buildings (L) at 30.1 m., houses the ~:P'UBLIC AVIA
TION PLANT, backed by a vast expanse of level ground used as a testing
field for planes. _,~.:: .

East of Farmingdale,~ta.te ~4' parallels the Long Island Railroad
through a monotony of scrub pine/and scrub o~~,_and touches several
villages that are little m'orn:hanrailroad stopping places.

At 35.9 m. is the junction with Commack Road.

Left on Commack Road 2.5 m, to PILGRIM STATE HOSPITAL (R), second largest
_State asylum for the insane, with some 7,000 patients. The brown, pressed brick
-buildings cover a large area in the pine barrens, only electric power lines and the heat.
ing plant stacks breaking the skyline.

BRENTWOOD, 39.8 m, (741 pop.), was in_I~51.thescene of an experi-~I
ment in communism led by Joseph Warren ana others. Labor certificates ~(
passed for currency, as the gronp-betteved that all wealth was created by \ ~
labor. Like similar experiments elsewhere, it soon failed, leaving in its )
place a typical Long Island settlement. '

East of CENTRAL ISLIP, 42.2 m. (1,615 pop.), is (R) CENTRAL ISLIP
~tA;rE ~IOSPITAL (a,Pm) 46.6 m., with 8,000 patients, l~~gestof the State
mstltutions for the msane. ' -,~ .~'.~...

In RONKONKOMA, 47.4,m. (144 pop.), a mid-island hamlet, is the
junction with Ronkonkoma Ave. ( .\, 'or' '. I"

, 1 " .. , .' . ( :l I'r 1

Left on Ronkonkoma Ave) to J"AKE RONKONKOMA, 0.5 in. In recent years an
increasing number of people'};ave built summer cottages in the vicinity of the lake,
and the dance halls and restaurants that they have attracted bring an ephemeral gai
ety to the quiet waters and somber woodlands. .

I

\.r~t.,ld1,'~·~~!~;~".~~W:,ca;,~ .
W~S~· unded qn the sur-

iufact ring are recently
: ,...--, --

'. ]¥f.. a\¥ St. an(;l\. J.¥':.J.,:elvill~ , "
,. $2 $~t., Sun.,! lJ.n4..ltol!:~ /'
mrse;la polo field, picfiic

rU~E~N LON(~ ISLAND,
" ~.(Ou.1.'.(ded in li~16, has. a
.31, a~d offerscourses m

YAPHANK, 58.4 m. (350 pop.), furnished the title for Irving Berlin's
war-time Broadway musical hit, Yip, Yip, Yaphank. The village was the
railroad stop for Camp Upton, near-by military base during the World
War (see Jericho Turnpike Tour). -~T' ! ,.. ,- -~. (' -~.. t) ---

The windings of the route eastward become more picturesque than com
fortable as the roadbed grows poorer. At 63.3 m, the vegetation showsllie
ravage wrought by extensive forest fires in 1936. The suprisingly well-
groomed bog at 68.2m. is a commercial cranberry plantation. .

Th.e route joins State 25 at 73 m, (see North Shore Tour), with which it
runs m common to RIVERHEAD, 76.1 m, (5,400 pop.). From Riverhead
the route continues southeast onState 24 to HAMPTON BAYS, 84.2 m,
(1.,127 pop.), which is at the junction.wt~ State 27 (see South Shore Tour)•
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pointed arches, wiry pinnacles, and crude tracery had been applied super..
ficially to Anglican buildings which were fundamentally Georgian. An ex.
ample of this' Georgian Cothic' was the second Trinity Church, built in
1788 in New York City. St.Luke's (1824), Rochester, and St.Paul's (1827),
Troy, represent more successful attempts to approximate medieval forms.
In secular building, the' castellated' style derived from English Tudor cas
tles was preferred. Typical are Colonel James McKay's Castle (1837),
Buffalo, the fine West Point Library (1841), and Lyndhurst, the Philip R. '
Paulding mansion, built in 1840 in Tarryto~bYAiexanderJackson .
Davis, that prodigious peer of eclectic architects. Hyde Park's St.james

'-Episcopal Church (1844), designed by the amateur, Augustus Thomas
Cowman,shows further improvements.

. It remained for the Englishman, Richard Upjohn, to introduce America
to authentically designed an.d executed Gothic. In the third Trinity
Church (183Q-46) he achieved an effect of such dignity that Gothic soon
replaced Greek as the popular style. New York State is particularly rich in
Upjohn's work, outstanding examples being St.Paul's Cathedral (1850),
Buffalo, and Albany's St-Peter's (1859). Especially worthy of note are
Upjohn's charity jobs, the board-and-batten chapels sprinkled through.
out the State; St.Paul's,0&5..~)~Kinderhook, is oneof the most charming.

Since England was'the founta.inhead of NewYork--State-GOihrc~ it is
not strange that John Ruskin's Victorian Gothic, based on the medieval
buildings of northern Italy, quickly made its appearance here. Half
Gothic, half Romanesque, the Nott Memorial Library of ,IInion.College,
Schenectady, built in 1858";'76 by ~~ward Tuckerman Pottef,"displays the
salient features of the style in its polychrome masonry and polygonal,
domed mass, inspired by the Baptistry at Pisa, Calvt;ItY~nd Fred
C(!ick Withers, English architects who came to America to assist Andrew

;t JackSon ~wn}pg, celebrated landscape architect of Newburgh, built in
];866-:-72 one{;£ the most pretentious and costly Victorian Gothic menu
ments in New York, the Hudson River~ Hospital, north of Pough.
keepsie. =

The pattern books of Downing and Vaux, which guided American house

t
I

design in the forties a
tcctural styles. Takin
Irving's Sunnyside jl

ltalianate villas, Swis
ctted Style.' Of all the
the most exotic CX8JllI
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villa. which Frederick:
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, In the 1850's New Y
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columns, and floor bean
to secure greater tirere
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In New York State.as
rated an unprecedentea:
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of Europe. The resUess:{
schools and churcbes.;:;±t.
ever, the English Rend~
Napoleon Ill's Second-it
by the reconstructlonas
building of theO~
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Tremendous economic energy brought New York tremendous building steel beam, and,

fields, especially apparent in the many examples of ~~~"'_highly specialized' . " Wright long ago d
building types, such as Buffalo's New York Central Railroad Station, the ' vivid imagination
Central IsH" State Hos~ital, the great pavilions at Jones Beach, theAtt~'ca. ;1: beauty that are nl
gate 1. rlsoi\ all~ at!ev r::expandirigarray of educational institutions. Not ..... '. .,:., can discover amo:
only did new building types appear, but older forms underwent progres.., ,.... . i·... better days ahead,
sive change. Mangin's graceful City Hall in old New York and modem . <,. the better conten
Buffalo's gigantic municipal skyscraper symbolize a whole history of ur-: '. Modem Art (I93~

ban development. Between the stinking.windowless, 'railroad' tenements; .. '. WGY Broadcasth
of 1850 and the s!!nl!t_l~w-re~!r:I!~ousingat B~~o"kl~:s..~Vi!lia~~rg and K! I houx, aims to at
BUff~lo's Ke?field lies almos,t t.~~l!ry of c~sadmg against speculator /·t breadth, and com:
and Jerry-builder. New York has always led 10 the development of the ! leave such aesthet
single-family, middle-class suburban house, that in.tegration of city and ". I the future his grea
country which is one of America's most important and most typical con.. · . architecture, whir
tributions to modern architecture. In ~rest Hills. LongJ§I!ind, andSun.. X f. seventeenth<entu

'12::~~!t~~~ria,New York architects made notable a?vances towar~ the ~ moditie, firmeness,
creation of anomogeneous, protected; traffic-free 'neighborhood unit,' a. t
concept used increasingly in the design of modern residential commu-r
nities.

New structural systems, new building types, and new planning meth-.'
ods led inevitably to a new aesthetic approach. In contrast to the con- .,
servators of traditional values, a school of architects has appeared that
seeks to use these new resources and standards as the very bases of a new '
architectural synthesis. In the formation of a new manner, the first step
hasalways been to renounce the prevailing mode and state the problem in
starkly realistic terms. Such efforts have been seen in New York before••.
The asceticism of the Shaker buildings in Mount Lebanon and the Crum
Elbow Friend's Meeting House near East Park, the forthright utilitarian
ism of the superb Schoharie Aqueduct at Fort Hunter, and the self-con
scious craftsmanship which the Roycroftersof East Aurora inherited from
William Morris;-all have a close kinship to the majestic geometry of the

)(. great Port of Albany grain elevator, the' International Style 'exhibited in.
, Howe and Lescaze's Hessian Hills School a; Croton, and the lithe; soaring

harmony of the Bronx-Whitestone bridge. . ---,
Whether t~'tive1orncgaHoii'o£the past be religious, economic, or

intellectual in origin, it often results in clean, bold forms of startling I con
structivistic' beauty. Despite their long pronouncements, the extreme
abstractionists have not so much abandoned their inheritance of baroque
grammar as they have substituted a 'constructivist' vocabulary of glass,

,

I
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Presrirviftg,vAflifac{s/lJ6rrrliTt

1JarkPas:
:~Bt'Bob Keeler

qentral IsliP-The massive. wooden se~t,
ry!itlfheavy leather stntpsand a wooden box-like
"~!JOO4 where a sitti~. ~rsoh's head would be, is
.ibn08t; the.·first. thmg you see as. you walk
tlu.'oughthe door.

Itlooks like an eleetnc clqiir, butitisn't. It is
.~ tranquilizer clqiir,arlartifactofthesnake-pit
~aOf..~.ychiatric.treatment..Whe.n.. a... patient be
t.a.m.e .tooagitatEldor too. violent to handle, he

nypql' be~ppedf9r8l! long asn~ in the
,,~r,eomple~with a bucket .beneath the seat

.f.a.C8fH). the patient ~. to.relieve .himself.
t' ·:tltTh.e.cqmrwas built intne. woodshop at Cen-
.......t."''''aall.lla.. liP..••. P8l ._en.i.atr.iC.•••.•...C,..•·• enter.••• for.t.h.e.. D.ave
~.'Ot.rroway Toda.Y$ho",,~ a.go.lt.w•. never

.....l\Sed.. on patielltll,.hutit iiia faithftd reVroduction
,i~f t1l~ thatw~. ••. ....., ........ «' •..
"~'iNelt to.the clqiirsits a stnall bl~k bOx that

" "\ <hJistles with dials and electrodes, an old-fa
mR$hioned device forJ\dIn.inisteringel~oshock
'-.~ ,t9~~1)Y' 'Ine smalll'qOm.in the basement.ofRob
~ .';l?~~ Haltat the Central. Islip center also con..
\?J,te,Ui$' itexns such as a lln'~e m~lbox marked
~ ..f~ll~ts' Property," a huge coffee grinder once
••.S).}'~ln the central kitchen,a collection of elabo
~. i~Jta,te wtrod cal'Villg&and other craft work done by'

" 'rmtients and a bathtubQn wheels that was for
~ ,.,Olerly used to bathepatientB in the wards.
~ ,: L. The room. has been ope~ for aboll;t~oy~
. ":~ a.m:use~ of Centtld. Ishp'sP8ychlatnc hl$to-
.~ ·~.Ne~ month it' will.be.dedicated as tneDr.
.tItre-cii •J.O'Nei}IPsychiatric History Museum

.'~ ,inlionorofth~ ~who served as Central Islip's
~rectol'frotn1951to 1972.

. The idea for the museum eame from employ-

ees. "We all were concerned because we were los
ing the mementos of the hospital because it was
getting smaller, and smaller," said Jesus Pena,
deputy director of the center. A committee of
employees and others was formed, with O'Neill
as chairman, to gather the artifacts and set up
the display. The museum is open by appointment
to groups ranging from high school students to
the elderly and also to patients. Rita Butler, the
editor of the center's monthly newspaper, serves
as a museum guide.

"We're hoping to expand, and we're getting
donations of big display racks," Ms. Butler said.
Carl Starace, the Islip Town historian, who
served on the committee, has proposed that the
museum be . moved into the former hospital
m~rgue. That building, located on hospital prop
erty being sold to Islip by the state, was declared
a town landtnat'k last year. Starace said it was
there, in the 19th Century, that "the original ex
periments were done on the spirochetes lbacte-.
rial for syphilis."

The museum at Central Islip is not the only
one of its kind. There is one,for example, at the
-Utiea Psychiatric Center, the oldest state hospi
tal in New York. Perhaps the largest is at the
Menninger Foundation in Topeka, Kan. That
museum has 10 rooms filled with such items as
the papers of Benjamin Rush, the first American
psychiatrist, and the papers of Clifford Beers,
the founder of the mental h~lth advocacy move
ment.

''There are not many objects [on psychiatric
history1, so you have to deal mostly with pa
pers," said John Bedjinski,the Topeka museum's
curator. .

Newsday Photo by Dan N;;fij;,.
Antique tranq4ilizer chair on display in museum· ..,.,...
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ANALYSIS OF PSYCHIATRIC CENTER AND DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

CONSTRUCTION DATES OF FACILITY BUILDINGS

iFOR OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW

,facil,ity No o-'4::r.- _

Biuilding No °

o
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
25* (same as 95)
26
27
28
30
31*
32
39 I

41
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
51
52
56*
57
59*
61
62
63

Facility Name Central TsJip P C

Building Name

Building L-l
Building L-2
Group L
Building L-4
Building L-5
Building L-6
Admission

Building 13

Hoppin Building

Group G

Group K

* 1945 to Present

, See cpOlQe 9 '.



ANALYSIS OF PSYCHIATRIC CENTER AND DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

CONSTRUCTION DATES OF FACILITY BUILDINGS

FOR OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW

Facility No. 4 (Cont'd.)Faci1ity Name Central Islip P.C.

if3ui1ding No.

66
67
68
69
70
72
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

7
88
89
90
91
93
94
95 (same as 25)
96*
97
98
99

101*
102*
103*
106*

113*
114
116
117
119
120
121
122

* 1945 to Present

Building Name

Group J

Group A
Group B
Group A
Group B
Group A
Group B
Group A

Group A
Group B
Group A
Group B

Hoppin Building

Building Date

1923
1892
1927
1922
1933
1930
1940
1938
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1940
1941
1960
1901
1915
1913
1953
1957
1955
1969
1892

1965
1897
1899
1925
1923
1923
1923
1925
Page 7



ANALYSIS OF PSYCHIATRIC CENTER AND DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

CONSTRUCTION DATES OF FACILITY BUILDINGS

FOR OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW

Faci'lity No. 4 (Cont'd.)Facility Name Central Islip P.C.

puilding No. Building Name Building Date

123 1925
124 1923
125 1925
126* Medical-Surgical ' 1965
127* Corcoran 1954
128* Corcoran 1954
1,34 1930
135 1930
137 Group M 1912
138 Group H 1912
139 Group M 1912
140 1912
142 Group S' 1912
143 Group S 1912
144 Group S 1912
145 Group S 1912
146 Group S 1912
147 Group S 1910
148 1911
158 Group H 1902
159 Group H 1902
160 1902
161 Group H 1902
162 Group H 1902
163 Group I 1902
164 Group I 1902
165 1902
167 Group I 1902
168 Group I 1902·
169 Group K 1902
170 Group K 1902
171 Group K 1902
173 1902·
174 Group K 1902
175 Group K 1902
176 Group K 12Q2
177* 1959
178* 1955
179* 1965
183 1894
184* Group D 1898
1'85 Group D 1898
1B6 Group D 1898

Page 8

* 1945 to Present



ANALYSIS OF PSYCHIATRIC CENTER AND DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

CONSTRUCTION DATES OF FACILITY BUILDINGS

'FOR OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEtv

iE"acility No. 4 (Cont'd.)Facility Name Central Islip P.C.

Eluilding No.

777*
983
984
985
986
987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994*
995*
996*
997*
998*
999

Building Name Building Date

1968"\
1970 I

1930
1930
1930-
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1945
1950
1964
1971
1950

/ 1930

13 Lt, 1-1)' kJCo tV l.t t'Y\ be,...5

are 0 D t t::: t.1. o tV J')

a.::r-: CeY\-i ("~, l~/ir I

Page _.::J..9 __

* 1945 to Present
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Rustio wooden Gazebo
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6LOGo. 11 - 6",'&.i 'If30
Concrete block garage in back of Hoffman

Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,34 from SE

v{ili,lkway through all 00" of trees J 011/'£ ,..~£ ltA,l.jl6p.f) SI.()/N6 GAME Aa.ONro IIS1t£.
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Building XJ-Brick

Disposal Unit-Sewer Pump Station, built 1930
Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,12 from SE

K-Plant,Brick
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Pt-l-oTO 71

Photo:CI-vniC-r-1,5 from SW
Building 71-Water Tower (:;OUT~WAT'£lZ1l>W£~)

This tower is 150 ft. tall, was built in 1934 and can hold
up to X m~%%~aR gallons of water.

800,000

Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,6 from SW
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\VeIl # 5
Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,3 from SE
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Well *7 :
Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,10 from NE



PI+OTl> 13;t.

&"D(,. 13.;l.Well-"S eOIl..T ~·\4..,b cl" (2~~eiC!'lG-lL

Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,11 from SE

1"~~ eI>MAW'S D~.4I2AMP I 02.tc",t-IAI.LY A ~/",v.u",y
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Elevated structure for the delivery of coal
Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,2 from NE
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Well # 3
Photo:CI-WHC-r-1,9 from HE
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Well # 4
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CENTRAL ISLIP PSYCHIATRIC CENTER

The history of the Central Islip area began with the

arrival of the workmen to build the railroad around 1841.

It is described by Dr. Edgar Fenn Peck who "discovered" the

area when he visited the workmen's camp at what later became

Suffolk Station (North Islip). In Stiles History of Kings

Q£unty, 1884, one may read Dr. Peck's account of the rich

soil at Brentwood and Central Islip with its "fine sub

stratum of clay that holds the moisture and prevents leach

ing, the rich yellow loam being almost entirely destitute

of sand." The workmen had cut through the woods to grade

the railroad, opening "a long and beautiful vista as far as

the eye could see - tall and lofty trees as thick as they

could stand, on each side of the road bed." Dr. Peck pur

chased 2000 acres of William Nicoll at five dollars an acre,

and in 1845 started cultivating the lands at Suffolk Station

(NorthIslip). Both Brentwood and Central Islip are on land

brought into the market and sold by Dr. Peck.

Here,the Central Islip Psychiatric Center - which was

formerly known as Central Islip State Hospital - was esta

blished in 1887 as an experimental farm colony of the New

York City Lunatic Asylum. In the 1902 atlas it is identified

as the Manhattan State Hospital. The grounds cover a large

,
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acreage lying south of the L.I.R.R. tracks on a flat level

plain of good soil that was originally part of the land of

William Nicoll.

The nearby hamlet of Central Islip dated from about

1841 when railroad workers came there to construct the first

section of the Long Island Railroad. Today the hospital is

surrounded by a residential area of small houses.

Up until very recently, there were 186 bUildings on

the hospital grounds which originally encompassed 1000

acres. The property was (and still is) handsomely planted

with magnificent trees. Double rows of these line Carleton

Avenue which bisects the hospital grounds, and rows of trees

also are found along the original narrow paths that were

laid out in the 19th century.

At its height the hospital was divided into two areas

- the north colony and the south colony. A railroad spur

extended south along the eastern boundary of the grounds

to bring coal to the powerhouse.

The architectural styles of the bUildings at Central

Islip Psychiatric Center vary considerably - having been

built over a wide period of time. The first bUildings were

constructed in 1887 at the north end nearest the railroad.

Two of these remarkably unaltered old structures m:re still

standing and,'now owned by the Town of Islip, are used for

-2-
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a Senior Citizens Center and other recreation purposes.
1At11HS'FtS

It is reported that these were designed by Frederick W~i~eps,

the noted New York architect.

TodaY the only other structures surviving from the

first period are the first powerhouse, now a transportation

by the Town of Islip.

Another of the interesting older bUildings is Building

66 (1923), now used by C.W. Post. The steep parapet gables
»a.. 1"\K~

and eaade of windows are outlined with red stone. This

bUilding is unique as it is the only one of this type that

was found at Central Islip, Kings Park, or at Pilgr±m.

The isolation of the Syphillis Spirochete, an important

medical contribution, was achieved at the Central Islip labor

atory in 1913. This small structure was built in 1907 as the

mortuary. In 1913 it was the hospital lab, and more recently

was used as the photo lab. The Town of Islip now owns this

landmark and has proposed establishing a Central Islip State

Hospital museum in the building. The museum was formerly

housed at Robbins Hall but as that structure is now aban-

donned, the museum items are awaiting an appropriate new

-3-



location.

Today the hospital is being very much reduced in size

and many buildings have been abandonned. It is planned to

further reduce operations and to ultimately vacate more of

the older structures. Various adaptive reuses for the

property are currently under consideration.

-4-
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

Sources for the Central Islip hamlet are the Chace

map of Suffolk County, 1858, and Beers Comstock map of 1873.

A fine description of the founding of the hamlet is found

in Stiles History of Kin€s County, which in 1884 published

a letter by Dr. Edgar Fenn Peck. Dr. Peck purchased 2000

acres from William Nicoll at five doll~rs an acre before

1845.

For the history of the Central Isltp Psychiatric

Center there is very little published material available

that describes the construction of the bUildings. E.B.

Bellsmith's history of the hospital explains the discovery

of the syphillis spirochete and general hospital activities.

E. Belcher Hyde, Atlas of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk
County, L.I. 1902

E. Belcher Hyde, Atlas of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk
County, (Wester1ySectionJ. 1915, Plate 6

mater1.al

Newsday, March 9, 1972; Oct. 31, 1977.

New York, American Guide Series. Oxford University Press.
WPA 1940.
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