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IDENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME(S): _Episcopal Chuxrch
2. COUNTY:Suffolk  Town/cITY: Islip = viiLaGECentral Islip
3. STREET LOCATION:2ARVigUiRside A0€ $0utth <mde; £ (Gelton Aue. Axen.
4. OWNERSHIP: . public [P b. private [#
5. PRESENT OWNER: Episcopal Church ADDRESS: Same
6. USE: Original: __Church _Present: _Church
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO: PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes = . No UJ
: Interior accessible: Explain
DESCRIPTION _
8. BUILDING a. clapboard (]  b.stone [J  c.brick (]  d. board and batten []
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [] f. shingles (] g. stucco B~ other:

wood frame with interlocking joints [

9. STRUCTURAL a.
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members []
(if known) c. masonry load bearing walls (]
d.

metal (explain) -
e. other
10. CONDITION:  a. excellent (X b. good [ ¢. fair [ d. deteriorated []
11. INTEGRITY:  a. original site [] b. moved &l  if so,when? 1923
c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

Moved from original site at SW corner of Suffolk Ave.
& Church Street. Reconstructed in 1928, extensively

remodeled.
12. PHOTO: Negative No. D-8 13. MAP: {\l}
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known b.zoning[J  c. roads [
d. developers [ e. deterioration [
-f. other:

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: ,
a. barn(] b. carriage house D © c. garage Etl

d.privy O] . shed [ f. greenhouse R
g.shop {1 h. gardens []
i. landscape features:
j. other: _Pg y - '

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _ (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land [J b. woodland [J
c. scattered buildings [J
d. densely built-up [J * - e. commercial
f. industrial D & residential &I
h. other: e e

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:’

(Tndlcate if building or structure is in an historic district)
he Episcopal Church is located on the Soutwest corner of

Carelton Avenue and Brightside Avenue. There is a parish bouse
and two small church buildiungs to the South of the church,
nestled under evergreen trees.

18. QTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
Stucco exterior finish. Brick buttressing. Pointed arch
stained glass windows. Pointed dormer vents in gable roof
Tower to the North side with pointed spire. ;g 4
; .. Repeated pointed arch motif.. Brick foundatlon

SIGNIFICANCE

19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION
ARCHITECT:
BUILDER:

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: ‘
The:Episcopal Church,buikt in 1869, was originally located on

the Northwest corner of Suffolk Avenue and Church Street. In
1923 the church was moved to its present location on Carelton
Avenue. Eugene Martin, a Brentwood architect, remedeled the
church in 1928, Originally it bad a center tower. Today
the tower is offset to the North side of the churéh. The
brick buttressing, pointed arch motif, and stucco finish were
all part of the remodeling process. The church c&in be
located in its original position on both an 1873 and a 1915
Atlas of Central Islip. The property on which the church

21. SOURCES: now stands was owned in 1915 by F. Hocker.
Atlas of the Ocean Shore of Suffolk County (Westérly Section)

New York: E. Belcher Hyde, 1915, P1. 25.

Ba 1es, Richard M Historical & Descriptlve Sketches of Suffolk

22. THEME:Gounty. N.Y.: Ira J. Friedman, 1962, p.206.
Beers, F.W. Atlas of Long Island, New York. New York: Beers,
Comstock, & Cline, 1873.
DPyson, Verne. History of Central Islip N.Y. Brentwood Vlllage
Press, 1954,

Research by the Society for the Preservatlon of L, I An;xgultlengEﬁ




ISLII> TOWN 335
made to the original structures since that time., ™The first meetings
of the society were held in the school which was shared with the
Episcopalians. This latter group started as a mission of St. Mark’s
Church of Islip in 1869. When the Episcopalians built their church
they called it the Church of the Messiah. In recent years the Catholics

*_but today hardly any of these families remain, The first public school :

have erected a beautiful church, and also have a parochial school,
The publie school distriet was organized in 18568 and become &' =
Union Free School district in 1865, The high school is now located -~ = -
on the same property. - , SR
Two miles north of Central Islip is Hauppauge, part of which is.
in the town of Smithtown, It is a beautiful little rural community
“located at the headwaters of the Nissequogne River. The pioneer = -
settlers were the Wheeler family and for a long time the place wag =
called the **Wheeler Settlement.”’ In 1874 there were 250 inhahitanty -
and seventy years later there were but 574, 'This community has a
Methodist Church, built in 1806. :
A little to the west of Central Islip is the pretty village of
Brentwood. In 1853 a group of intellectuals here founded Modern
Times, laid out in blocks of four acres each. For a number of years
this venture flourished but when the leadeérs passed away, the end
soon followed. Josiah Warren, the leader, inventor of the eylinder
press, was deseribed by a newspaper as the first American Anarchist.
Dr. Minnie Merton; the niece of Samuel B. Morse, built her own home
in Brentwood. In 1864 the village name was changed to Brentwood. =
Today it has a public school, library and other community organiza- .
~tions. Here is located St, Joseph’s Academy, established in 1895, . - =
Ross’s Sanitorium, started in 1890, and the modern Pilgrim State =
Hospital, which cost over thirty million dollars, ; :
~ West Islip occupies the sites of two Colonial estates; Willett
gnd Van Courtlandt,  In the 1890s the Wagstalfs, Colts, Stevens,
Remsensg; Hydes, Keiths, Sillimans, Armolds and Higbies lived here

waus started in 1807 in a building on the Merviek Road. The second
one, a one-room affair, was built on Highie lane in 1835, Since
then two others have been eroeted. Tn 1853, the records sliow that
8 George M, Bishop taught the school which then had an enrollment
of thirty-three, at a salary of seventy-five dollurs a year. In 1870 -
~there were about four hundred people dwelling in this eornmunity, ' .
Today there are over 2000, "It has a number of factories but no rail- = .
road station nor post office. : ‘ = n
There are three incorporated villages in the town of Islip—Bright-
~waters, Ocean Beach and Saltaire. All three started as developments..
- Brightwaters is a restricted area which is mostly residential, It has -
@ beautiful park, yacht basin and waterways owned by the village.
Ocean Beach, across the Great South Bay from Bay Shore, is a
summer resort. In the winter there are less than a hundred people ‘
there where in the summer over 3000 make their homes. Saltaire =
is also a popular summer resort on the ocean front, '
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206 TOWN OF ISLIP.

'We may add that the people of this village are strict ad-
herents to temperance principles, and remarkably liberal in
their - support of public improvements and educational
mterests )

“North Islip, formerly called Suffolk Station, is a railroad
fiepot and post-office, one and a half miles east of Brent-
wood, in the midst of the plain. This was formerly the

point of connection between stage and rail communication

for the village of Islip, four miles sonth. 1t is about to be
e ———

_abandoned as a rmlroad depot, and a new one established ab_

Central Islip in its stead.

“About one mile further east, and mostly on the north of
the railroad lies the village of Central Islip, another modern
seftlement which during a few years past has made considera-
ble growth. It contains two churches, a store, schaol,
burying-ground, snd about fifty houses. The inhabitants are
mostly settlers from abroad. An prscopal chapel was built
here in 1869. In ministerial service it is connected w1th St.

Mark’s church at Islip. A Methnadish Tnicannal chureh ie

Mttra.lv ""‘“‘“4 and was bpilt in 1070 dpdicstes

170

Lakeland is a railroad station, four and s half miles east of
Central Islip, and near the angle of Brookhaven town, The
settlement contains twenty-five houses, a store and post-office,

“ Manufactories of tobacco and segars, and pear] buttons, have
" been established here within a few years past. The soil of

the neighborhood is good for farming and gardening, and
the surface level and beautiful, stretching back to the gentle
hills that border the romantic Lake Ronkonkoma about a
inile distant, on the north. This sottlement was commenced

in 1848-9,
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GENERAL HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND

* There arc more than oné -handred square miles, or
- Boventy thousand acres, of salt meadows bordering the
bays and Liarbors of Long Island. From these marshes
immense gitantities of hay ate taken, which,  with corn
stalks, is largely used for wintering young stock and
dry-eattlo, " There ars three kinds of grasses growing
upon them, distinguished by the names of sedge, salt
nd black grass. e
.Thie séarcity and advance in the price of farm labor,
a8 well a8 the advantages attending their use, have
caused the'introduction of the best farm' implements
> and agricultural machinery: Stones are used to some
“extent’ ey fencing. material where they are availuble,
but by far the lurgest part of the ieland s entirely des-
itute of stones large enough for the purpese. Chest-
- nut timber is gbundant on all the rolling woodlands,
nd - furnishes the material ‘for about all the farm
encés, i L : (i . .
. The cranberry has recently been introdnced in many
:parts-of Suffolk county, with great success. The soil
andthe conditions are favorable, and this industry pro-
ises, in a fow years, to becore an important one,

" The Hempstead - Plains, which, through a mistaken

are susceptible of remunerative cultivation.  The soil
is & dark; rich vegetable mould or loam from oné to

ract.at regnlar. intervals appear to have been ancient
ater-courses, . There is.another and still more exten-
sive" tract extending eastward from the Plaing, reach-
ing to the head of Peconic Bay, which, like Hempstead
“Plains, hus hitlierto suffered from. an entirely unwar-
rantable and mistaken aspersion of the character of ifa
80il and conséquent adaptation to cultivation.

+Asi-all: previous” histories of Long Island have*
wittingly or unwittingly perpetuated this erronous im-
pression, Wé take pleasure in presenting an ample refu-
tation of the same, in the form of an autobiographical
sketch of Dr.. Engar F. Prck, who speaks ez cathedra
-+ on- this' subject, and who represents the enlightened
sentiment of the present day, as regarding - these much-
bused Long Islind lands.

" The central and northern portions of the island have
a 80il richin the ‘mineral elements and phosphates
essential to:plant growth. ' In many places, particu-
larly -at* Brentwood ‘and Central Islip, there is a fine

*Wé mske but oné exception, viz., thet of Mr. Jaims B. CoOPER’S brief
History of the Town 6f Babylon, contained in' the History of Suffolk County,
recently. published by, Munsell & Co., the publishers of this work, and
Whicbels as followa: = !

“With the exteption of the sand dunes which border the Atlantic Ocea,
and » 0&rFow tidgs of hills known as the Half-way Hollow Hills; the surface
of the towit {5 Fomaikubly level.” '“The center portion, consisting of level
plaits, up to forty years ago Was covered with pine forests.. Since railroads
bave Been opersted through these piné-lands numerous fives have oceurred,
moetly kindled by sparks from locomotives, causing great destruction to the
Hinber, and there aré now only found thick tangled scrub oaks and stunted
Dines.. Only & amall Portion of this kind of land is under a good state of
cultlvation, : The soil is tostly & sandy loam, The land is easily. cleared, '
and is sdapted to the growing of grain and root orops, and probably in a

olicy; have until recently been held as public domain; .

tlires féet ‘in depth. * Thé hollows which cross the

‘onks from little acorns gro

substratum of clay that holds the moistire and- pre-
vents leaching, - the  rich:{yellow. loam being. almost
entirely destitute of sand. ! These clay deposits are fie:
quently of a guality not excelled by any in America for
building-brick;” and abindant strat, fully equal to th
best grades of Europe -for: pottery, have recently bée
discovered in Sufiolk County," " Hence wheat, potatoe
cabbage and other strong growing ecropa-are’ thors
successfully grown “than ~on the:alluvisl - portions:
the island, . S

EDGAR FENN PECK; M.D. : \81
Edger Fenn Peck; M:D.; wes born September 30th, 18084
the town of Amenis, Dutckiess County; Btnte of New York | H
father, Honty Pock, was o native of Milford, Conp., and sen
Miohael Peck, & descendant of Joseph Peck, whe same over wit!
Dayenport's colony to New Haver In 1638, and after residin
awhile at New Haven; settled in Milford about 1641, The housa’
Lig built and lived -in in Milford - stood two hundred:. yesrs,
and was occupied’ by his descendants until it was taken dowsn
his descendants are in-Milford now, on the paternal land. 7 Thy
mother of - Dr. Edgar Fenn was Julania Chapman, daughter of
Zervia Strong ‘and Nehemish ‘Chapman, of - Sharon, Com:
and- & direct descendant by his English. wife of Eider Joh:
Strong, of Northampton, Mass, - . g
* The parents of Dr. Edgar Fenn removed from Amenia; when h
was very young, to the northern partof the State 6f New York,
to Weshington County, and were thers during the war of 1812,
and were in Salem in 1816, '17, and 'I8; and Edgar went:
to school in.the ‘Washington Academy; one of the most. distin
guished academies in the State; he was in the English departs
ment - under T.. N, Allen. .Geotge W: Bethune; the *t Yorker:
Boy,” as he was called in sehool,-was in the classical departmen
in the Washington Acadeémy; he was also in the sabbath gchoé
with John and .Mary Williams, who. became  the wife of DF,
Bethune. - He attended the .church sad sabbath school.of: the
Rev. Dr. Alezxander Proudfit; God bless his name and memoty,
Early in 1818 the family returned. to 'Sharon, Conn;. neat: his
grandfather Chepman’s, in the eastern part of the town.
T now propose to changa the form of narrative. and to speak
and write in the first petson.. I was twelve yeors old when we::
returned, and here among kindred -and friends of great merit, of
religion, 1 ing and good schools, which I attended in the wi
ter, and worked in the summer mostly upon the farm; and heré
I acquired a most thorough knowledge of farming, for which I
had a great desire, . ;
I always thought a farmer's life was the most useful and most
bappy. The. immortal ‘Washington - said . that . **Agriculture
“is the most Lealthful, thé most aseful, and the most noble
‘“ employment of man.” The first work of the Lord, after thé
great creation, was to plant a garden, to the east of Eden:. T
would have been a farmer, but I had no means to buy a farin,
and my: kind father had noune to give me; but I acquired great
skill for & youth upon the farm.” I learned to plough and to
hos, to plant and to sow; to reap and to mow; I learned to bud
and graft. when fourteen years old; I learned to raise : trees
from trée seed, acorns, hickory nuts, and keys from the great
sugar maple; "I learned by  observation and. analogy when
- boy, by seeing or finding scorns and hickory nuts under
the trees, in the spring, sprouted; and seeing .the young
tree-plants under.the sugar..maple, and. the apple seeds;
sprouted under the apple trees; it occurred to.me if those tirits:
and tree seeds were. planted, they wotld grow; I tried it, and
they did grow. I had never heard or read anything about plants
ing tree seed ; the only thing I had ever read was that *¢Tall

15w yonrs largs tracts will be cleared and cultivated,””

planting them..




PABILITIES AND DEVELOPMENT. .

yeare hefore Dr. Beecher preached hls immortal sermons

g mst mteinpemnoe in Litehfield in 1826 I knew Dr. Beecher' i

excelleut mother usad to thmk that boys ought not to drink
der after IJt had. fermented; and in compliance with her wish T |
- IT'had ‘pever heard any temperance -speech, orL '

: e chmg of my mother. She had instructed me on the great sin

’o‘,drunkenm)ess and 1ts ternble pumshments, declared by the )

Ardy

B der the tnition of & relative; my: cousin Dr. Clark Chap-

A, & man of learning and great skill as a physician,
)% Chapman is now living, at theage of eighty-six, in Groton, /|
Tompkins County, N. ¥.. 1-had a task before me, one that re-::

hred greatl industry, prndence ‘and self-denial, to pursue my

8t dies and to support myself which T. did by teachmg school a7

B e speoml attentmn to dxaeases dxrectly resultmg from strong’
i nk partwularly to dehnum tremens, whlch was not then well i

more than one, tmd the ha.rd cases were handed over to' |-
partlculerly dehrmm tremens, tthe tremblmg dehnum," end ;

and instruction on any questi asked. .

] ,31 1 kemoved to New: York, an

eet) and’ ‘the _,College of Physxcmns and- Surgeons, then in

lay street near Broadway, that I mlght have access eo, and the " |’

or positlon, was central 'and;most advantuaeaua. I soon~r i

ngd mys%lf in: pmctwe. and’ made the"acquaintance of the

dlng medical men of the. clty, the Presxdent and professors of ]

h all thait could be known a.'bout it‘ 'I‘ ha.d ﬁve years before
d all tht#t‘eould be found of its
; (';'

! 1826‘I pommenced the stndy of medwlne, in the ofﬁce and

‘, the: cholera. had  been extremely fatal,
‘swepbaway. The fate of the family of the Rev. Mr.. Hinton, the
-Episcopal clergyman, was terrible. - ‘

8l stndeﬁt, I took up the sub;ect of mtemperance,;f'

is. extensive mec’hmlm - young physm;m, Dz Hestoni ‘who ms from

- ¢ Come when the bleased geals,
That close the pestilence are broke,
And crowded cities wail its stroke;
" Come in consumption’s ghastly form
The earthquake shock, or ocean: s(:otm.
SAnd thou, oht Dea.tb., art. ternble.

“stood where the Worth monument now. stunda, o ng

with the exceptxon of the Bloommgdale statxon hich

One day I had six dead bodxes lmd out in.the hosp1

. fear and dread upon the people was so great that no one could.
be found to take away or remove the dead. These dld nob ;

die in the hospital ; some were brought in'dead, others speech‘
less and dying. - The records were, “name and: age “unknown

i roomed in the hospital, and was there day and mght'

Whole, ammes were
They all died. in ong:n

=father, mother and children. . I beheve there wexe two .ch
dren.  They died in the house on the, southe: y. sxde of One

them, and he was smmten ‘with the fell dlsease early the nei

: mormng, and fled to.a newhbor s house, where he died before

4R ylvania,,
_to take my place at the hospital., I remained in Harler. A
o'elock .in the morning, aster L left the hospxtai. f
came to me in great haste to go {mmediately to Yarkvilla»—-thet Dr.
| Heston was sicl; und 08 8oon ag e horse could: ba harn :

‘Rev. Dr. C D. Westbrook, who was Health Wardexi of Harle,:

Dr. Westbrook - standing at the gate, I. opened the houae
and went in alone and threw open the doors and Wxndow

i house was sxlent—the sxlence of death. Whate pwtur




CAPABILITIES AND DEVELOPMENT.

ale says the lands of Hempstead Plains are the finest
ductive of any lands between here'and San Fran--.
e/ knows, as he ha,s been all over the country, m Ohm,

i le there was only a lone}y shatlon-honse, the end of
; onte——twenty five miles from Brooklyn Here Itook

esfirable, buk 1 objected to the twenty miles’ stage ride, and was

;Z'\foh

/ Hrrived at Emlthtown Branch Ifound the v;llage pleasant and
Vy j

med, and the road would be coni‘pleted thrc}ugh the islz’md 88’
a8 possn\ble, that Boston men were to aid; that dxsasters on

Wi ds. I met» s man af his wood: plle T asked if he ‘eonld dlrect
o tp where \the railroad men were at work? He said Tmust keep

; fg w:th l;rees md bushes, snd 6o narrow that my ‘wheels
winild not rin in the tracke (one of them had to go on the bank).
After o drive of about two niiles I found ‘the railfoad camp, at
whiore Buﬂ‘om Btatlon was afterwards made, The woods thraugh
lich I bad gone were very denss, .~

There I fmmd my friend and his men, shantles and ca‘bins
ttered arbund, snd the men were grading the railroad bed ;
th,y had out throngh the woods about thres rods wide, and
ning along and beautiful vists, as far ag the eye could see,
1l.and lofty trees, that stood on each’ side of the railroad bed,
asthick as they could stand, and ‘there. I found myself in-the
midst ofa vast, magnificent; primeval forest.” I was astonished
BT then I 1sarned that thig great forest and wilderness was forty"
‘miles Jong and eight miles wide—four miles sach side of the
4] lroad-wexhendmg from the east end of Queens County about

ey were ld,rge and lofty, and 80 thick and ‘dense that a horse
n < Along. the line of the railroad,
b trees and the tunber were mostly yellow pine—Pinus rigida
riof Iarge and most thrifty growth, from eighteen inches to two
et in dmmqeter, many much larger, perfectly sound and solid ;

ey would square up from twenty to-thirty feet in length, and

" the timber a'bout equal to the best Georgm pines.

‘woodlands extended four miles each side the railroad.:.

"Montauk Point.

: Onk road.”

~gravel or a'stone in it.

‘the utmost violende ; they tore up the track and burned

‘ destruction and- desolation of those woodlands were smft by ﬁre .

“places, to the water's edgs of the Great South Bay. Buildings

hirty:one: mx]es, from Brooklyn to Rlverhead seventy miles ; the |

the past-forty years, are three millions of dollars.:

' plams, T asked wha.t was the reason .that those lands were no

to. the north of the railroad line, there were oaks in vanety,
chestnuts, hxckory and - Jocust, .all of: large: growth.. These
I'am
always impressed with wild woodlands, ¢ when among the trees. -
and wilds where sunshine, birds sing and flowers bloom.”

There were no serub oaks there then, in these woods:; thick
forests overshadowed them, and: they die out or disappear, but
ready to come back again as-soon as they can get possession of
the ground. " The scrub-oake of which the Long Islanders:-have -
such a dread and hatred, is 'the best friend of the Island; for;
when the wood and trees are all destroyed, -this little . fellow
comes in and takes possession of the lands, and protects them
from becoming = barren, by being dried up by the sun-and the.
elements. - It is & shrub; can. never be a tres in any soil, no.
more than a lilac bush. -1t is indigenous, . ¢., anative, to the Is-
land, and grows all over the Island, from and in Btooklyn to

Judge Lefferts’, of Bedford, famous erpplebush farm m
Brooklyn (and willed by him to his beloved daughter, Elizabeth -
Dorothea, the wife of Mr: Brevoort), is * Serub Qak Farm,” for "
Cripplebush means ** serub oak;™ Crlpplebush road is "Scrub

Tt is set down in books of seience and natural h1story a8 the?f o
nineteenth variety of the oak, as the ‘* Quercus Illwzfoho.; Itis |
called Bear osk, from the great abundance of acorns ‘that it pro- :
duces, upon. which the bears feed. .

T'was very greatly surprised at the soil T found there It_ was'
three feet deep in the railroad cuttings; of the very finest yellow:
loam, in every way suited to culture=-not a particle of sand or:
From that time I took a-great interest
in the railroad, and in the uncultivated lands on its-borders.: I
was 80 weak and foolish as.to think a railroad would be of great
benefit, and a very convenient and handy thing to have on Long
Isiand, and I did my uitermost to promote it. ~There was a very:
strong opposition to it on the Island; the people opposed it with

bridges; and yet the road went on by force of right and might,
until its completion, ag it pensetrated into the woods and wilde
ness of Suffolk County. Then came the confliet of fire and d
striétion ; the people refused to. do anything to protect those:
woodlands from fire, and theé railroad company could not, and

and the axe.
"'The woods were set on fire, and burned w1th great fury overy,
spring sud fall. One of those fires, in 1848, burned for 'two
weeks fight and day; “o pillar of fire by niight, o eloud of smoke-
by day.” It busned over sevenby-five square miled ; it broke
out in the woods, about & mile south of the railroad, & little to.
the énst of Connetquot River, or Liff Snedicor’s Brook, and it
tan fiftesn miles east and five miles wids, extending, in some

were often burfied by these fires, ay they have been during the
pastyenr. Great diﬁﬁculty was experienced inkesping the villages
from being burned up. - After the opening of the railroad, thos
woodlands wers made common plander ground by cordwood
men and charcoal burners, .and the wood and timbers destroye
in the most wanton and wasteful manner.  The revenue or chief.
freight business of the railroad foryears was in carrying off what:
could be got off the land. ' Charcoal  burners bonight the wood,:
or large tracts, at a mere nominal price, and turned an army of
men into their coal bush, and whole trees of the large pines-were
brought to Brooklyn and driven in as- splles all along the shore .
and docks of Brooklyn. = -

James B. Cooper, Esq., a prominent cxtlzen of Babylon, T. I i
seys the damages by fire in the woodlands of Suﬁ'olk Couuty, i

On ‘my: return from my first visit to the wxldemess on the
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mil‘tiVétegzl,‘;éx;\,(i"‘e‘véry man that I saw or met in Smithtown re-

:

T s0id it Was covered with trees, and oAy land that will pro-

with's little variation, produce a hill of corn or a blade of wheat.
Tasked if it had ever been tried ? No ; 4hey said it was not worth
trying. - Now, all this did not satisfy me, nor remove the impres-
sion that was so- firmly fixed upon my mind from what I had
.’seen, I.did not believe it possible that I could be mistaken; for
- my knowledge of lands and soil was o full and complete by prac-
+ tical experience in my boyhood ‘and youth (for I had. Had the
“‘most “thorough, practical farming *¢eddication” ever s youth

bady, T did not believe I wag or could be'mistaken. I determined

to-make inquisition as a matter of truth and general knowledge;
;.- to examina the geology, s0il and: natural productions, for these

_-are what indicate a country suitable for civilization and uge. In
- Bquare miles of tha plains with spade il hand, all {he way from
! Farmiqu‘ale/ to.Ronkonkama: Lake, and also the lands from
+ Enst New York ‘to and around Jamaice, that I might compare the

- thought of purchasing ot buying an acré of the woods, and my
. u-first purchase at Suffolk Station was made at the earnest request
- of Mr. Fiske, the president of the railroad. S .

- I 'felt andbelieved ‘tha't'fthese vast \‘voodlands‘could and ought
to-be settled and ocultivated, as o great public good, and as a
- special benefit to the Long Tsland Railroad, to give it business.

Mr: ,Fiské,'who was in full accord with me, unfortunately lost
his health and left the -rajlroad, and soon after died.. The
- railroa
ergy: S e :
" “Subsequently, at the Yequest of the president and directors of
the, railrosd, T'undertook the herculean task to bring into use,
and before: the public, these lands for settlement—and by an

“directors o t’hedoa‘d, defining what they should do and ‘what I
should do,: By this contract the company agreed to do all the

scarrying. trade and freight for the settlement, free of cost
“or charge'; all fréight, lumber and building wmaterial, manure

-and fertilizers, and 4ll produdts were to ba carried fres, for ohe

“yeat, to each and every geitler, and the head of the family 1o

have a frée puss 1o and frod the city for twe yéars.  This wes to’
“efivourage snd promote sottlement; and thess privileges were to

be ghven to evary aotunl settley, during the sattlement of thy ten
hougand acres, - The settlemant was to be an agrieultural, or

- farming, and garden settloments no village lots wereoffered,

i T-purchased ten thousand acres of land of the Nicoll Patent

(adjoining Ronkonkams Lake; and extending sonth more than

+four miles, ab from five to thirty dolars perncre), of William H.

- hundred and: fifty acres, in one tract, adjoining the railroad, at
five dollars'an aere; two hundred acres north ‘of the railroad

nd- extending to the lake, thirty.dollars per acre; one hundred
. acres.next to this, twenty dollars an acre; and a thousand acres

) thousand acres ai, five dollars an acre. =
ese- great .tracts of land were purchased on’'a cash

- William

he largest price/ever given for those lands. This tract was

:selected as being the most: advantageous and beautiful tract for

settlement, of good and excellent soil, .~ S ‘
" The situation and soil of the land were good in every particu-
lar: for ‘the settlement. I proposed to call it Lakeland, and
Governer King, of Jamaica, approved of ‘it, for he said it was
*The Land of the Lake.” The lake was not in sight of the rail-
oad; the station there was first called Lakeroad Station.  Gov.:
Jobn A. King wasmy friend, ond rendered important assistance;

.

plied that the land was worthless ; that nothing would grow on-

uce a large growth of trees has an element in the soil that will

> the summers' of 1841, 42, and 43, I examined more than fifty -

old settled -land with the new: 70 . ; ’ :
: iand - Wi o-new:.. I had then .no intention or | 1851, by nothing else, and from fio other cause, for the: railroad

d: was made through the Island by him and his great en-

/the publio, these lan : “Barrens of Long Island” successful His titles were all good,
- pgreement in writing, a bargein with the officers, president and : b

Ludlow, and his wife Franceg Lonisa Nicoll, six thousand nine
~‘each sideof the road through the counties of

‘next this; extending to the lake, at ten®dollars an acre ; and of -
i PR o - AN

asis, 6a$h‘&nd mortgage (the Death (Grip or) Gage), bearing six
er;cent. interest. . There was no'trade or sham aboutit, It was |

‘profitably cultivating all those lands on: the borders of the' Lon

oty

- he obtained the establishment of & post-office there, and my ap-’
pointment as postmaster; and he took great interest in ‘my
work . for the ‘settlement of the lands. I proceeded/to erect
buildings andto cultivate the land ;I opened. roade; laid out
&nd opened ‘Ocean avenue—one hundred feet wide from the’

" lake for three miles south—cleared the lands by the plough
(without previous grubbing); obtained the best plough, made
by Ruggles, Nourse & Mason, of Worcester, Msss,, made with &
locked cutter, and purchased three yoke of oxen, and ploughed:

-the ground, laid out a beautiful garden by a gardener from

‘Brooklyn, and raised tlie finest ¢rops of wheat and corn and
garden products ever seen on-the Island. My crop of Austral
ian wheat was the admiration of every one that sawit. .
"The Boslon Cullivator of June 20th, 1850, gave this: ac
the place; /1 e T e

. LARELAND AS TT WAS IN 1850, " .
‘We call the attention of our readers and the publio at large

to the following record and evidence of the successful cultivation,
more than thirty years ago, of the ‘new and neglected lands of
Leng Island, . S R R
- The work of séttlement and culture of the lands was broken
“up by the unfortunate failire of the Long. Island Railrosd in

then passed into the hands of men who were Dbitterl
and hostile to thelands, " % S B
We publish an account of a'visit to Lakeland; from’ the Sufolk :
Union, Riverhead, Suffolk County, Long Island, made by a party
--of gentlemen from Brooklyn, New York and other places, showing -
that thesettlementwas then considered as prosperous and success-
ful. The settlement and culture of the lands in that vicinity were
then regarded’as a complete success, and had the place fallen
into honest hands after Diy Peck: left it, there wonld have been
no trouble or difficulty whatever in making it one of the ‘pless.
antest inland ‘places on’ the island, for everything at Lakeland .
was then in a prosperous condition; the buildings and fences
were new, complete, and i# good order; the garden and grounds.
“under good. culture, and éverything had been done by Dr.Peck -
to ‘make the settlement #nd cultivation of the then hitherto

: ‘q’pllmaed

precisely what they were represented to be, as may be seen by .
the records of the County Clerk's office al that time, " =70
We subjoin from the "New-Yorker-an account-of the. visit to
Lakeland, which is not left to ‘¢ speak for itself,” . being backed
by ahost of such witnesses as are: absolutely. not to be:found
again, as one might say," In justice to them, and particularly to
D, Peck, whose exertions would at length apgear’to ‘have been
erowned with success the most perfect, we publish the followin
acoounit of an exenrsion to Ronkenkoms Lake atid to Lakel

on the Long Island Railrond i o : [
i Moses Maynard, Bsq.;of the Long Island Hallroad Co., with
& paity of gontlemeti from New York and Brooklyn, took a tilp
ou Thursdny over the Long Island Railroad to the new yiua,%g
of Lakeland, and to- Ronkonkoma Lake, The object wast
sgnmine the rond, to view the famons Lake Honkonkoms and
the siirrounding eountry, and sléo to see what pn:lgma had heen
made it the settlement and eultivation of the wild or new lands
of the Island, throuyh the midst of which the Long Island Railroad
runs. ‘The day was extremely fine, and nothing could exceed
the rich and luxuriant fields of grain-and %au:e to beseen on
Kings and Queens,
Arrived  at’ Lakeland: depot; the party.examined the buildings
and gardens at this place, where are now to be seen’ growing in
great perfection wheat and - Tye, garden: vegetables, and fruits
and Howers of great variety. This is a.new settlement inthe very
midst of the great wilderness of the Island, .a region hitherto
regarded by the'Island people and others on-their authority as
wholly unfit for-cultivation ; but the crops now growing: at that
place are equal to any others on the Island, 'and exhibit the
most incontestable evidence of the powers of these lands to ﬁxo-
duce. Indeed, nothing can be more completely successful than
have been the efforts of Dr. Peck to.cultivate these Island lands,
as.may now be so fully seen at Lakeland, where afew yearasince
all was wild and desolate, . . - S ’
“The party were highly surprised and gratified at the great
change made thers by the hand of improvement ; 'all admitted
that the evidence of the fertility in' the soil was complete, an
that theve can be no doubt of the entire practicability of easily an

and;

Island Railroad, and in this subject the directors and stockhol
exs of the Long Island Railroad Company have a deep interes

for the. settlement aud population of these lauds on the im




. Now. I am satxsﬁed tho,t all the mxserable dnvel about and
‘agmnst these lands, whlch have been pnbhshed in the past forty
years'm every. hxstory, book ‘of gazette, originated from PrnuE

and Txourson, and from nobody else (for there is not a “word
“found in all’ the: prevmus history-of the. Island of any batren
lands);
Island by.these histories. 'I have never met with a man on

o Island “who knew the first thing about the land or soil, no
matter how 1 uch he saxd agamst it. C’rossvexamme hxm, and

.

Now' lety 18 hear what men of great mtelhgence, learnmg, and
abxlxty, men learned in agnculture and soils, who personally went

on to: the ands with spade and ink-horn to record the result.
Inﬂ 184;7 8 party of 170 of the most dxstmgulshed men inthecity

Edwhrds, Jolin ,‘Lawrence, Professor Renwxck ‘of Columbla Col-
lege of New York, Hon. Henry Meigs, T. B. Wakeman, Gen.
‘Amerwan Instltute, &c Every one of thesé

of Ctoton V.mejard, aeclarerl dt’ was in every way suited to

grape culture, “They made an extended report in favor of these -

lands:of more than twenty-four pages : see - Transactions. of the

American Instuute. ',vql." fo the year 184‘7, page 678 also The New e

G Watson, of Port Kent, of Essex County, N. Y.

n ; ,he State geelogxst for the northern countxes of the'

Ia.at year two hundred tons of the ﬁnenﬁ :

Ses, ulse, the splendid stock farm of the

y ,53 acres of uncultlvnted lands in buﬂ”olk County ‘
,Q.ueens County 90,000 acres of uncultivated lands. |

purpose ot‘ gettmg 1t into the hands of those who.
d1 employed wy " friend, thelate Samuel

‘and ‘that monstrous wrozﬁg was inflicted upon Long'

: ful farm.

of 1 000 aares, two mxlas nérth of Baby‘ ]

Fleet then the edxtor of the New Fork Arti.mn @

that name ‘now), and ‘he negotiated: the: aaleg

: Stephens, Chnstopher Wra.y, Uel West, o,

- publie; and after these ﬁrst pnrcba.sers had abandon od
“of improving the land, Mr. Fleet sold it to Stephe )

drews, of New York, who laid out and made th
ntwood upon it . My fnends think, and. y.

ments, made in the past thu‘tay years. along
Island leroad, and on what Was, th;tty yea

'Pazlx, Brentwoo%
‘Medford, Yaphan 5 Bo em;a,v

et William J. Spence..

there thlrty years ago, xn What waa fhe

'Isla.nd Men went to hun from‘the 01

4o -ele
»cultxvated the land; has lived th@rnhmy yearg.V sup
gelf and family from the Jand by far d b

.Go.. and e hi&ii fat;

"I never purcbased an acre of land ou {
that I expected-to make on thazland by‘




| UAPABILILILS AND DB VﬁLOPMENT. et

ill"ud‘d‘ greaﬂyyl‘to the 'businyess of

ey pdmte hne of thls TOh
,@‘/-’the T0a

d B
From Lakeland ‘the pa.rty proceeded, some on foot, through'
the woods and fields, and some in carriages, to the famous Ron-
konkoma, of  the Indian ‘pname and ‘memory, one of the most
beautiful sheets of water that can be found anywhere. It was
the unanimous opinion of the whole party that they had never
seen any lake ov sheet of water of its size more perfectly beauti-
i’u Itis a sort of miniature sea or- ocean, being about three
miles in circuit, with a:clear and pearly beach or “shore, two or’
thyee rods wide, formed of pure white silicious sand, inlaid with "
beautiful white and ‘variegated pebbles, the waters over which
ghttered and. ‘sparkled’ like. the “fish.pools of Heshbon. The
“shores and bottom are perfectly solid and hard. There isneither
' rock or quicksand or miry places, no sudden deep places into
which & child at play in its tiny waves could by any possibility
fall, but & gradual deepening of the water from the Shore to the
exiter, which is about 80 feet:deep. The land around the shore

of the Ronkonkoma i beautifully ‘diversified,”and much of it
ole ated and bold, and ‘the cultivated farms ‘and orchards give
n‘the whole scene & most delightful and pleasing effect. - The
puge fragrant.air that blows around the lake, and the cool and
delicious shades offered by -the large “and ' beautiful  trees
t fringe its borders and line the surrounding fields, render
it a| most delightful resort for summer. “Returning to the hotel
st Lakeland, s bountiful*dinner was prepared in time to take
the|cars on the return tmm to Brooklyn, where they arrived at
5.o'clock ». AL
ong . the pazty were Moses Maynard, Esq., of the Long
d R. R. Qo.;. Elihu Townsend, Esq., Dr. Brewer, R. L.
All n, Hon. Henry Meigs, of the Amencan Institute; Geo, S. -
Rig 58, Esq., of Baltimore; D, J. Brown, Messrs. Saxton and

8’

Blanchard, 5. Holmes, Esq., and others, directors and stock-
holders of the L. I. B R.; Alden J Spooner, Esgq., Rollin 8and-
for‘i Esq., G. A. Brett, Esq Dr E. F. Peck, and James B. Staf-
ford, Esq.
AL ex%reased theu' hxghest gratxﬁcatmn at the evidence of im-
provement which - they saw at Lakeland and its vicinity, and
werb unanimous in the opinion that the successful cultivation of
thede new lands, on the borders of the railroad, will resultin
t benefit to the road as well as to the Island, and, from -all
the saw, were of opinion that the prespects of the Long Island
Railroad for a good and profitable -business were never better
thm at present, and thata more desirable and pleasant retreat
for summer residence -cannot -be. found within fitty miles of
ilew ork in any dxreetxon, than in the v1c1n1ty of ‘Ronkon-
o™
N, B.—The above descnbed vzszt wits made the year before  the
Iong Island Railroad (,ompany Jailed, in 1851,

M hénﬁ_tjill_e;we in cultlvatmg the lands on what 1
purdhase at Suffolk Station, under the advice of Mr. George B.
Fisk@, president of the railroad cotpany. X there, in_1844, |
held plough, and turned the first furrow ever ploughed on The
plains; I raised wheat and com there on the despised lands,
mth‘camplete suecess: ...
. The settlement was oompiate anc‘l prouperous 5 sales of land
were making, and men of means and reputation were purchas.
ing and preparing to settle there. I advertised the lands ex- -
tensively in this country snd in Europe, ss **farming and
gardan lands,” in Boston, in New York, Albany, and in
Rooliester, in the London Timeés; and in the Mark Lane Hupress,
and in Holland ; and people came in great numbers to view it.
At this juncture, in 1851, the Long Island Railroad Company
taileél. suddenly and unexpeotedly, the faflure ceme not only’
with p:ost disastrous and ruinous. effect upon’ the railroad, but
npon everything connected with it It stopped all my work
entirgly; men who had purchased of me, and agreed to pur-
chas(%, abandoned their purchase and ‘left: the place, for it. was"
rumared and believed that the railroad :was to be abandoned
and !Jhe rails taken up. The fate of the Catskill and  Canajo-
harie| Railroad was held up. as the fate of the Long TIsland
Bmlrnpud (the Catskill and’ Canajohane Railroad wastorn up, and:
the rdgls, that cost $100,000, were sold as old iron’ for $4,000),

f'roa.d was adverhsed to be sold at’ pubhc auctxon-—"all the nght.,
title, and interest of the Long Island ‘Railroad, franchises, real

“fusion and ruin was going on, thestock of the railroad was bemg?

- attendance ‘in ‘Maynard’s office, and saw-and heard all that

cost-of - the' railroad—two - millions.”
poor lookout for the stockholders?”.

. Railroad, and great things were promised, and the stock, that had

a8 o falr and honest ‘man by Moses Y: Beach, Alfred Beno

 tlement of the lands, and have done so to the present day. Mp

never recovered from the failure, and is now blotted ont; whil

- History of Long Island; and quoted  his strange libel upon the

Emis$anes were sent out all along the railroad, wha reporfed that

estate, rolling stock of every kind.” Under this state of yuin
the stock of the company fell as low as. seven dollarss share.
The plaintiff in this case was the Brooklyn and Jamaica Railroad
Company, that owned twelve miles of railroad between. Brook- .
lyn and Jamaica. The Long Island Railroad owned eighty.three
miles ; both companies had distinet organizations ; the Brooklyn
and Jamaica road was made first, and the Long Island Railroad
Company foolishly leased  for forty years, at a yearly rent of
$31,500 a year, in monthly payments. ' Whilst ‘this state of con:
bought up from seven to’ ten dollars a share. I was in dauy
passed. In’comes a stockholder: * Well, ~Alderman, is the'
road to be sold, and what will it bnng‘r’" “Oh, yes, it is to be
sold, and it will probably bring enéugh to pay some of the im.
mediate. debts; it may- bring twenty-five’ per cant of the

4« Then it is & pretty
“Yes.t T have a little
stock, and can get a-little something for it.” * How much have
you?” I have ten shares.” “ How much -¢an you get for it?""
“Ten dollars a share,”  *Then you had better sell it,” " Sothe
stockholder, whose xooney had built the railroad,’ goes ‘out and
sells his stock. ~ This 1s literally a true statement of what I saw
repeatedly; for I wasanxiously waiting to know what my fate
would be, since they had repudiated the written agreement .
madé by the company with me, and: on ‘which depended the
value .of my property of more than su:ty thouse.nd dolla
($60,000). ,

After these parties-had obtained a majnmty of the stock suffi-
cient -to control thé road, . they: withdrew . all ‘proceedings.
against it, and reinstated it; made William .E. Mon'ls, of Phila-
delphia, president, and turned Maynard out.” Thena great flour-
ish of trumpets was made over the resurrection of the LongIsland

been trampled on and hawked at ten-dollars a share, mcreased
marvellously. I then made every effort to. have my “contracts
with the road completed, but this they positively refused I
felt wearied and discouraged, and sold the entire property.’ In
this T made a mistake; I could'and ought to have held i, but I
thought I had done enough. Isold the property to Charles Wood
and his associates, of New York.  Mr. 'Wood was recommended,

and Moses 8. Beacki, owners and editors of the New York Sufy
nnd they sustaiied and aided him very grestly. Isold moﬁtly,
on eredit, and I continued to do all I could to promote the se

Wood went on to sell and improve; but ultimately got into’ diff.
oulty and failed. . He was victimized by others, and Lakelund;

it is called Ronkonkoma Depot, by an act of gross mjuaeice to
me, mxd to the settlement, the pioneer. setﬂement. m. the wil~
derness, :

I have done with-my Journey in'the mlderness, though I' am
not out of it. I propose to introduce some of my witnesses
I wrote to' B.'F. Tnomsov, of Hempstead, the author of the

lands eastward of Hempstead Plains (at page 29, vol. 1st), and
asked him to tell me upon what that passage was' Younded? if
any attempt had: ever been made to cultivate the lands? if so,
by whom;, when, and where? and wherein the goil dxﬁ‘ered from
the soils in other parts of the Island?. if the soil had ever been
chemically examined?  He. answered that when he. wrote that

passace it wag tha dananalle wisali-23
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I knew it‘was‘:'tyhe, oldest’ s'el/'.tle; part of the :
-called the. ¢t Gorden  'of Ameri d

: ing £
“ away A1 ‘had never heard of the great
‘ ,I’lams When I went 1o Smlthtovm

.fevexs were common, and fevers of a high'and fatal :
.evaxled It was said by medical men that these

ateJudge D, P, Ingmham throughu. very serious prame, an upland meadow. De
2 hxgh gra.de of bilious fever with typhmd symp- wrote in 1670, more than t’wo hundred and fen yea.rs ®

A : fbroa.d contammg suty-four square mxles, ‘or mor
l ! eved. tlxat my prompt and eareful attentxon, under Prov1denee, | thousand acres, upon which there i is uenhet stmk
M Ingraham s life; because Dr.'Cheesman kaew the obs |1 it produees very fihe grass - :
stingte R fatal character of those Harlem fevers. <1 was m ‘14 which is no small benefit to th
‘ i Fas The soil of Hempstead Plain

“whols plams, and is of the most
‘native and natural condition exactly
ck, and. Dr. J . G ; n | seek tofill her ﬂower-pots wit
X ady to render. me‘zmy aid or advice in praetice.” 1AL T. Stewart, the merchant pr
In'the session of 1832 8, 1 graduated and i’ece:ved the degree. ‘
it land on: September 13th} 1869, ;
paid in checks, one of* $200,000,'an

ohn F.J ackson, of Harlem, N.Y., a lndy of great per-' T
~With her I lived forty-one years,” I
mesne tean. - My heavt was iti my wife and |
18, We had.two dearly beloved and |*
‘The youngest, Emma Loniss, diad *
: eldest. Juha Anna, s ohild of great: promise, lived |
My blessed wife died in 1875, aged |
unmarrléd» R Nor wife nor ohil-
-of serious illnes@ in my ﬁmﬂy,f
L One of my daughters had died and -
xuremely low, and my wife's henlth greatly im. :
friends ndyised this removal to the country as |- give the productlon of the farm of 9,600 a,q

ice for my. daughter’s recovery,” My attention was - ~1880, from Mr. Hmsd o' report. Al
ends to Long Island, and to the VLUage of Bmithat | e

JUTY WOS. 5 New England man,: and had,cam-" ot rye, 495 acres.
a9 gurd'enmid grounds of four ucres a.round 1 Of moadow, or giasﬂ.‘ p
: Hungafian grass, which yielded
- The natwe gross of He
tucky." :

bility as.a dmnq : Rev. Dr..Prime, in his H1stqry of






