
IDENTIFICATION
I. BUILDING NAME(S): --=:::M:.=.o..::t..:;.o..::.r--:;Pa..:.:.=r..:.kw:=.;;.a;.,l!y -----------
2. COUNTY: Suffolk.. ... .....1'OWN/CIT.Y:Isllg~.. ~. VlLLAGE:Central IsJ. ip
3. STREET WCATlON: .. 'Rtt .I'=f<;~· s-td.e . , cJressway

4. OWNERSHIP: a. public ~ b. privatel::r
5. PRESENT OWNER: TOW)l of Islip ADDRESS: __----------
6. USE: Original: Private speedway. • Present: pub] ic road
7. ACCESSIBILITY.TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible frompublic road: Yes Kl No D

Interior accessible: Explain - __--__--

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * .. *. *

YOUR NAME: Town Jof" Islip DATE: _8....:/_2.....:5:..,:./.....:7-.:5'--- _
Town Hall 655 Main St.

YOUR ADDRESS:Islip. L. I. ,N.Y 1175] TELEPHONE:516-581_2000

ORGANIZATION (ifany):DePt. of Pla.nning, Housing, & Development

/ -,

d. board and batten D
other: •Concre te

c. brick D
g.stucco 0

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

UNIQUE SITE NO. 103--05-0/5J
QUAD - _
SERIES _

NEG. NO.

13. MAP: 1J.r

b. stoneD
f. shingles D

a. clapboard D
e. cobblestone D

a. wood frame with interlocking joints D
b. wood frame with light members D
c. masonry load bearing walls 0
d. metal (explain) ........ -- ---------------'-- ---

e. other.-------==- -__._---==---------=--__--
a. excellent lXJ b'. good' 0 c. fair D d. deteriorated D
a. original site ~ b. moved D if so.when? -------------c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM

DMSION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474·0479

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

(if knovn)

DESCRIPTION

8. BUlLDINC
MATERIAL:

HP·1

10. CONDITION:
11. INTEGRITY:

12. PHOTO: Negative No. D-2



New
b. zoning 0 c. roads lID
e. deterioration 0

14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known 0
d. developers 0
f. other: ~ ___'__..:____

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: '.. ' .. ..:+,
a. barn 0 b. carriage house, 0 ..... .' c. garage U
d. privy D' e. shed 0 f. greenhouse 0
g. shop 0 . IT. gardens O.
i. landscape features: Tree 11 ned road

. j. other': --:- _

16. SURROUNDINGS XJI'.XIXEa)IJ(KiXl:IOO (check more than one if necessary):
a.open land ~ b. woodland ~
c. scattered buildings [lg. .•.'..' .•.. .
d. densely built-up 0 e:commercialliJ
f. industrial I~J ,g. resi<len!ial ~
h..other ; •...

ARCHITECT: _

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(I..lrn.. dicate if building or structure is in an historic district)' .co
The Long.·~ Island Motor Parkwaystretcbed from Bayside,
Queens) to Lake Ronkonkoma. Today its eastern point of termina-
tion is still Lake Ronkonkoma"extending only as far west as 'Half

n

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):
The Long Island Motor Parkway set many b istoric world precedents.
It was the first reinforced concrete road outside of City Limits .
.(1t-'was';Pav~d7W t t h a pa te ntedretnd!QrcedcoJ1Cre·te called Hassalll'
Paving.) It was the first limited access toll road; the first
road with bridges over crossroads; and the first passenger road

SIGNIFICANCE with ba nked curves.
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION:_..:...19::.;0:,::8::.... ~---';"~~ "---o,

20. HISTORICALANDARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: Speed limit w{;ts 30-40 mph, e curves.
The Long Island Motor Parkway Corporation was formed in.!
headed by.Wil K. Vander:bilt. The $5,000,000 road ex '.....

to Lake Ronkonkoma
road was sixteen feet wide. When it closed n

twe':Llty~two feet wide and extended forty-eight miles
with ive bridges spanning intersecting roads. SectiQns
of the Parkway were used for the Vanderbilt CuP Race, and the
IndianapQlis 500 of 1908, 1909, & 1910. It wa~J~~~le~ as the
"world's first automobile IVoad. " Twelve toll01iJ;1Ifi~~:iJ;i:~cand a
replica of the Petit Trilanon designed by famed arc'liItect John

21. OOXlIKDRussell Pope were located along ,.the route. The road
always operated a loss and in.;>ll.l-${' it was turned over to New
York State in of $80,000 of accumulated taxes on the road.

22. "E:~ the Ocean Shore.iot•.. Sllffolk County (Westerly Section)
New York: E. Belchetillyd.,· 1915, Pl.6.

Bayside Times. Vol. 37, No.4, August 13, 1970.

(Cont inued)

BUILDER: . mr. A•. R. Pardington, General Manager
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Know Long Island. Hempstead, N. Y.: ~t Powers, Publ Lshe r ,
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"Long Isla nd Magaz i ne " - Newsday. Apr il 15, 1973.
Nortll, Shore Journal. Vol. 3 No.8. January 27, 1972.
Preservation NoteS-.' Se<tauket,N.Y.: Society for the Preservation
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his own private siding when not in use. He also drove a tally~ho
with four horses.

There were hundreds of beautiful homes with spacious grounds
all along the south shore of Islip Town. Before the advent of the
automobile, the summer population was, enormous. Large homes
were crowded with friends while boarding houses were filled with
P,'aying guests. It was the ,custom to go bathing and. sailing in the
morning. After lunch and a brief. rest everybody went for a drive,
some in tally-hos with liveried coachmen and footmen blowing horns,
others in hired buggies or two-horse carriages, From two to six in
the afternoon the roads had a steady stream of tratllc! TheY became
so dusty in the !S\umnerthne in the well~pOp\llated area$ that they
Were sprinkled with water•. At first the expenrae of doing tlli!\J WI;lB
borne by private subscription, hut later the highway department
took over the cost.

Before the days of the automobile, hitching posts stood in front
of most homes and stores and there were horse-blocks for the ladies
to step up on, to get into their carriages; Then came the bicycle
era, first the high-wheeler of which six were owned in Bay Shore.
The first owner in that village was Eugene Hulse. Bicycle paths
were built between the highway and the sidewalks. These were
maintained by a fifty cent license bought by the bicycle ownetand
attached to the front fork of the wheeL Later came the automobile,
William K. Vanderbilt being the first to own one in this locality.
His little two-seater speeded through the dusty streets at twenty
miles an hour, the occupants wearing dusters and the ladies' hats
tied down. Dr. William Hulse and Charles Willey are credited with
having the first really locally owned automobiles. Dr. Hulse's was
called the "Northern". A little while after these two began to use
this mode of travel, Dr. George S. King became the owner. of a Qpe­
cylinder "Rambler." This means of transportation scared the horses
and made driving unpleasant.

Along about this time the trolley craze started. The promoters
organized companies and sold stock to local residents. A franchise
was granted by the Islip Town Board in 1908 to the South Shore
Traction Company to build and operate a trolley from Bay Shore
to Bayport with a spur down Candee Avenue in Sayville connecting
with a line running into Patchogue. This did not fully materialize
as it was a losing proposition from the very start.

William K. Vanderbilt, Jr., conceived the idea of the Motor Park­
way. A corporation was formed in 1906 with Vanderbilt as its
president. The Commissioner of Highways of Islie: Town signed a
permit in. 1908 for the Motor Parkway to pass t rough the town.
It was built shortly after this, extending more or less parallel to the
main line of the railroad and a mile or so north of it. It went as far
as Ronkonkoma. It finally became a public highway.

The grandeur of the 1890s has gone. The village of Islip was
then the largest community in the Town. Now Bay Shore ranks
first, with Sayville next. We still have summer residents, mostly
in Sayville, Bayport and Bay Shore. Many, however, have gone
J!J)\U L.J3All...l!~(· LONG t:SI-A"'P.·· 1549 ·vO\..' ,

ISLIP TOWN 325
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Road architects. highway engineers, motor car lovers & just plain curious
came from all over the world to inspect and ride on this new wonder.

The Nation's First
Modern Highway Q908)

VANDERBIIJT MOTOTt PARKWAY was constructed by
William K. Vanderbilt for th@. purppl\ie of spurring American
autpmpbile manufacturerli into surpassing European car de­
signers. He may well be considered the father of the super­
highway. It became .the site of the Vanderbilt Cup Races, and
originally extended from Flushing. to Lake Ronkonkoma,
although now only the section east of Huntington remains
well maintained, modem, and serviceable.
The Motor Parkway pioneered mloU1.Y "firsts" in highway con­
struction:

· .. First limited access toll road,

• .. First road to IHg reinforced concrete.
· . _First road to have no crossroads,
· , ' First passenger .car road to have banked

turns for high speed driving safety,
, .. First road wit" non-skid surface,
· , . First privately owned paved road,

• ,. First road to employ sllfety guard rails,
· ., First road'fenced to keep animals and pedestrians

from wandering onto the road,
· .. First road to use landscapinq for a true "parkway"

appearance,
._ . First road to be patrolled by specially trained

highway police.

~ntique car rally held annually in June on Vanderbilt Parkway
1:elebratinll its adoption .<15 a Huntington historical site.

! An apprc priate forerunner of the modern auto age is the above
ismart ca riolet owned by Alfred G. Vanderbilt who lost his life on
i the l.usijania. It mav been seen at the Carriage House in Stony
iBrook arhong their collection of over 300 horse drawn vehicles.
i Also, ha'1ness shop, old print shop, blacksmith shop, 18th century
! barn, 191tt century schoolhouse.

I
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Motoring Hi,tory
Mode On Longlslond

Most people think of Detroit as the "Motor
City" and assume that Michigan is where
the automobile first developed. Actually
Long Island saw as much activity as, and
probably more than, Michigan. While only a
few factories were here on the Island, the
East was far ahead of the Middle West in
early motoring.

There were, of course, pioneer factories in .
southern Michigan, such as Oldsmobile
(1901), Cadillac (902), and Ford (903), to
mention only three. But there were older
ones in the East, such as Duryea (1896) in
Springfield, Mass., Columbia (1897) in
Hartford, Stanley (898) in Newton, Mass.,
Mobile (899) in Tarrytown, N.Y., and even
the American Daimler (late 1890's) in Long
J...lqnd Citv.

SOmeot US have heard abOut the Glidden
folU'S run' by the American Automobile
Association from 1905 through 1913. There
were earlier endurance runs as well, run in
various parts of the country. One of these
was the l00-mileEndurancC!Run of the Long
~land Automobile Club which took place on
...pro 2(), 1901. Thei~ourse started in
Jamllica, went nortb to"Flushing, east to
East· Norwich via' Whitestone and Glen
Cove, then south to Hicksville, and back
west to Jamaica. There were: enough
wanderings to take a full hundred miles.
Almost all of the cars finished in spite of foul
weather.

Ask anyone what is the most important

Ii

auto race in America, and you are likely to
hear "The Indianapolis 500". The first of
these was held in 1911, and the first race on
the track was in 1909, but it was for only,200
miles. By 1911 all six early Vanderbilts on
Long Islandl'iad already been run. The fIrst,
,!!,! October of 1904, was the first international
automobIle race held in America, as well as
the first race here of any importance. The
trophy was donated by William K. Van­
derbilt, Jr., America's foremost early
motorist. That large silver cup stands today
in the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C., a permanent monument
to racing history 4!l Long Island.

Halfway through these great races, atter
the 1906 event, crowd control problems were
so great that the Na~u County Board of
Superyisors, in an effort to stop the carnage,
forbade continued use of the public roads.
Undaunted, Vanderbilt and his associates
bought up lancfc-..without. the benefit of
condemnations-and built a limited access
toll road called the Long Island Motor Plirk­
\vay;"EVenfWilly th~ road ran lroJtl Fi'eSJi'
Meadows in Queens to Lake Rorikonkoma,
and portions were used for the 1908, 1909 an,g
1910 races. This was. the ,. treal

laut'omobile road an 1 s eXt
a~.

, :witte Long Island was never destined to
become a great automotive manufacturing
center, it certainly saw a great deal of
touring and racing history.

~*,---.f...-..--~--------------------------------------------



The. l.onglsland Motor Parkway
Rem/ItS all Points o"LmE bland and !/l1I Iliminarrd

is Highwa,. R.ulwayand Trolley Grade Crossings by the Most Modern Ty~
of Bridge Construction

Intirel, Paved with the latest type of Hassarn Concrete Pavement, most suitably
~pted to Automobile Tr.lffic

.'

J
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ADMISSION
CAll _'\NDPARTY. daily ticket&--~ood for the day,

with pri"i1ege "to leave and return -
CAll AND PARTY. season tickt'ts. January to December
CAll AXU PARTY. season tickets, July to December "
MOTOR CYCLES, daily tickets

$ 1."
50.N
30.00

.5.

FOR MOTOR CARS ONLY ABSOLUTELY DUSTlEBS

WNGISLANDMOTOR PARKWAY
MINEOLALL

LONG laLANO MOTOR ""'"'WA" -­
RoAoa LECAOING TO PAR .. WA., -.-

A T N
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SPEED AND DUST

ON·A ROAD

OUT IN FRONT IN
VANDERBILT CUP RACE

The leading cor in the
Vanderbilt Cup Race roars
down a dirt rood lined on
each side by spectators,
leaving a cloud of dust and
smoke in its wake. It will be
noted this car carries a pas­
senger", presumably a me­
chanit'in case of engine
trouble or a flat tire. The first
Vanderbilt Cup Race was
held in 1904 and the last in
1910, each over a slightly
different course.

'TO NOWHERE ... the motor parkway sets the stage for modern roads
then passes into history.

Back in that misty long ago when horsepower was just
that - Nellie and Dobbin out in front of a. fringe-topped
surrey - something new was fast becoming the plaything
of the rich.

It chugged, it smoked, it sputtered and roared but it
•moved, and it moved faster than old Nellie and Dobbin,
now back in the barn, could ever dream of moving.

The really big question then was "what's it going to
move on?" The dusty lanes and country roads certainly
weren't built for speed.

Well, one answer '- and perhaps the first really good
answer - came froni a group of wealthy Long Islanders.
Together they financed what was, 'in its time, the most
famous road in America.

They called it the Long Island Motor Parkway.
It was a 48·mile private toll road, rich in bold new ideas

and the forerunner of all the modern parkways, thruways
and turnpikes that weave across the vast breadth of Amer-
ica today. .

And yet, incredibly, it was a total failure. It lost the
'!race to Progress. What happened was that before it could
Ibe completed, World War I came along and delayed con­
istruction. It never went as far as its originators had
Iplanned, and by the time auto traffic was heavy enough
Ito support a lengthy toll road, other and better public
Iroads were going up on either side of it, matching its dis­
itance mile for mile - and then far beyond.
· Heading the Motor Parkway's financial backers was Wi!­
'Ham K. Vanderbilt Jr. Sections of the parkway were used

'" ~n the famed Vanderbilt Cup race - an event that proved
• timely spur to American manufacturers to build better
'/lars.
· . Along with Vanderbilt in the venture were such fabu­
ilously wealthy men as J. Pierpont Morgan, JacobH.

Schiff, Harry Payne Whitney, Henry Ford and Alfred G.
Vanderhilt. Everyone but Ford had an estate on Long
Island.

Vanderbilt and his associates spent about $5,000,000
on the parkway. And, although they collected thousands of
dollars across some 30 years, the road never proved a
financial success. It always operated at a loss.

In 1937, the Parkway began its long, sad read to ob­
livion. The project was abandoned. Vanderbilt simply
turned it over to New York State in lieu of about $80,000
in taxes that had accumulated against the Long Island
Motor Parkway Corp.

Today, virtually every trace of that long-ago road has
disappeared. Most of its bridges have been destroyed.

TROPHY FOR
WORLD·FAMOUS
EVENT

The Vanderbilt
Cup,covett:d trophy
in the Vanderbilt
Cup Races he/don
long Island from
1904 to 1910, stood
30 inches high and
held 10 gallons.
Standing beside the
cup are Col. George

. Robertson, left, first
American winner of
the cup, and Glen
Ethredge, a racing
contemporary in
the pioneer doys of
the sport.


