
Os. 9
green·

d. board and batten D
other : steel/glass

VILLAGE: 6akdale

* * * * * * * * * *

"c. brick 0
g. stucco D

b. stOneD
f. shingles bf]

a. clapboard 13
e. cobblestone D

a. wood frame with interlocking join'ts EJ .
b. wood frame with light members D
c. masonry lo~dbearin&walls 0 '. '
d. metal (explain) . Greenhouse framing (irEm)
e. other _

a. excellent D b. good !Xl . d. deteriorated D
a. original site :KJ b. moved D if so,when? --------'---
c. list major alterations and dates (if known): .

Thw glass and metal structtu'e of the Palm House has
been covered with asbestos shingles and roofing for
present use.

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

(ifknuvn)

YOUR NAME:__~=--=-~_':-:-----"--;='~==--DATE: 5/22/79

YOUR ADDRESS:_'__............'---=---=--- TELEPHONE:. (516) 224-5450

ORGANIZATION (if any): Depat'tment o£ Planning and Development

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVA TION
NEW YO~KSTATE PARKS AND RECREA TION
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518)474-0479

DESCRIPTION

8.13UILDING
MATERIAL:

;D:N;IF~C:T;O~ * * * * ** * * * * ~:* *. * * * *
I. BUILDING NAME(S): Vanderbilt Palm HQuse
2. COUNTY: Suffolk TOWN/CITY: .Islip'
3. STREET LOCATION: 1 Connetg,uot .Dr~
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public D h private gg
5. PRESENT OWNER:..--_~ ADDRESS: --;:::--~-::-- _
6. USE: Original: Greenhouse Present: . Residence
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Extei'iorvisiblefrom public road: Yes ~ No D

Interior accessible:. Explain .,.- .,.-_

10. CONDITION:
II. INTEGRITY:

12. PHOTO:
Neg. 10, from north
NJM-1

13. MAP: Bowe-Anderson
Composite



,

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PORTANCE:.

This building was a p the gOO-acre estate of' William
Vanderbilt, bJ;J.ilt,dy.ringlatter years. of' the 19th century.
It contains of' cir'oular plate glass .for sliding
windows and
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took slides of the exquisite interiors,
s including shots of handcarved staricase
h .... sent here from Europe, the magnificent
n>,o.J'rescos adorning' the walls of the Hunt
If room and staircases large enough to

walk into. . .
r t Historical Society is organizing a book .
n Ithat will be tiu.~JJJ,d.OaM9.l~!2r~
n . Volume I . " elude the history

e an 1 wea y resi en . t
s -,viII include pictures and accounts of the
o ld Southside Sportsman Club members
n and residents ofthe estates.
,e The Historical Society was chartered
s by the Board of Education to work out of
e Dowling College. Betty Kuss, the director
1- of the Historical Society, says the group
e will continue (to collect and organize
y materials for the public's use, and

•

.........•..~

CHRIST1'l1AS COMI;\iG: Artist Steve
Moore' poses with his sketch of the
Vanderbilt conservatory which is in the
background.

publish other volumes of history in
coming years.

This year's Christmas Card features
Steve Moore's drawing of the original
Vanderbuilt Conservatory, which is
located in the midst of what is now known
as Dowling College. The Conservatory
housed Consuelo Variderbuilt's suitors
whenever the 110 room mansion did not

.. provide enough space. .

. Then in 1903 a second ConserYatorv
was. built 1o"~tore--andgro~;WMr'art­
derbuilt's prize winning plants and or­
chids. The original conservatory has not
yet been restorea:~rrconnectS1V:~c­
tions of Dowling Colrege"ancrrstiseUTOr
storage. _.,'"=.~-"~"•.,=w..="._~..=_=~ _

The cards will be sold for $3.50 for a
often.
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Mabogany Floating Dock at Mansion

d Engineer's Cottage
power plant an

Pamphlet, "The Story of Idle Hour, Oakdale, Long Island, tt

, Dowling College Press, Alice McGorty, Editor.

I1
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