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, ORGANIZATION (lf any)

lepartm@nt of Plamling and levelopment

/***********************_k************
IDENTIFICATION '
1. BUILDING NAME(S) Merrim Houseﬁ’ ,_Qperielgg Hall Estate ;
COUNTY: Suffelk  TtowN/cITY:  Lslip - WLLAGE{ iakdale
. STREET LOCATION: ___ 1551 Montauk Hwy. Lo
. OWNERSHIP: “a:public:C) ¢ b private. ® . .~ :
. PRESENT OWNER: Mrs, Herbert Peters ADDRESS'FT:', see #3 -
. USE: Original:_residence of Sup®. ~ presenr:  residence
. ACCESSIBIL[TY TO PUBLIC Extenor visible from publlc road. qu -, , No [J
~ Interior accessible: Explain ..~ . .~

DESCRlPTlON e e L T
8. BUILDING -~ a. clapboard () 'b.stone’T] = " c. brick E] d board and batten D
MATERIAL: ~ “e. cobblestone I} f. shmg]es . g' stuti‘:'bf"l:l other
9: STRUCTU,RA‘L e e wood frame w1th mterlockmg jomts El
: S - “SYSTEM: = b. wood frame with light members &
S (i known) ¢ masonry. Toad: bearmg Walls [:] :
et ~d. . metal. (explam) .

: , Do iles otherii ‘ e
« ~k‘71~‘0,7CQN_DiT,lQNiV 4. excellentﬁ b, good D o faxr El o deterlorated D
[1. INTEGRITY: ~ a. original site g ~b. ‘moved’ - ~if so,when?:
s c.-list major alteratlons and dates (if known)
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ST :INTPRRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND S ] ROUNDINGS
27 (Indicate if building or structure isiin an hrstorlc drs "ct)' ;

- The Merriman- H@usa i ] ~ gl side @f Montauk Hwy.,
,racrass from Lincoln lrlve. The € riage House/Barn is
-east of the house, in an @pen, grassy‘parti@n @f the ”

r‘u,,property. Also see Oa 43 and Qa 4 '
18, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (mcludmg interior features if known)
 The main section of the house is 1% stories, and 3 bays long.
It has a gambrel roof with 3. gablerr'@f dormers that have
 bracketed vergeboards and broken pediments as window heads.
To the east is a 1 st@ry, 2 bay wing with a gable roof and
bracketed overhang, The Carriage house has original barn d@mrs

\sr(%nc /&r&md decerati@n of sawn. -wood.. j_s rfl@gse was bullt
19, ZDATEOFINHWALCONSTRUCHON i prl®r t@ 1885
‘AARCHnEcr o' Edwards Flcken i
“g/‘BUﬂDERM~ | ’

i ﬁ 20. HlSTORlCAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: = ‘
“Although built ca, 1885, the Merrlman Hmuse is a fine example
. of the classic Long Island Homestead with a Dutch influence. S
' The original resident was the superintendent of Pepperidge Hall,
~ the Oakdale esgate of Christopher Robert, In recent years, it
‘was given as a retirement gift to Mr. and,Mrs, Hérbert Peters
~from Dr, Only, 1ts previ@us owner, ' S «

"]The house is an interesting exampl@‘@f the wurk of a prominent =
~architectural firm. It was illustrated in a o@ntemperary archi- s
‘tectural periodioal, : T :

]utga$ Yé$terda_ _the Barly Llfeuff:\

. SOURCES’ Charles R, Stevenson,
L ',“Times of S‘b. ' arch, S

d luildiqg News, Nov. 5, 18:~," ‘




Oa 38

(con't)

18,

by Christopher Robert for his superintendent's residence.
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Carriage House, from south
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1885 photo

From I. H, Green, Jr. photo album gift of Betty Prall Collections of
Mrs. Ruth Dougherty, Sayville Historical Society.

copy neg. by Jos. Adams 1979 JAA 16, a/c




But As Yesterday,

is inseparably associated with Suffolk County and who have always
been promment among its most enhghtened and public spirited
citizens.”

The wardens and vestrymen elected at the annual meeting of the parish
on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1888, were the following: Senior Warden —
Walter L. Suydam; Junior Warden — I. H. Green, Sr.; Vestrymen — A. D.
Foster, John R. Suydam (2), C. H. Merriman**° and I. H. Green, Jr.

The new church was consecrated by Bishop Littlejohn on October 14,
1888. On the same day he confirmed twenty-one persons, the first to be con-
firmed in the new church. They included Carl H. Munkelwitz (1872-1934)
(see Chapter 10) and Rufus Foster (1868-1890), son of Mr. and Mrs.
A. D. Foster. Rufus became the Clerk of the Town of Islip. _

Some time after that, the historical tablet was put in place. It states that
the present stone church “was the gift to this parish by Walter Lispenard
Suydam and Helen Suydam Cutting.”

The tablet goes on to record that the gift by Mr. Suydam and his sister
was in memory of their parents, Charles Suydam and Anna White Schermer-
horn Suydam and their deceased children, Charles Schermerhorn Suydam
and Augustus Van Cortlandt Suydam (brothers of Walter and Helen).

The church had a seating capacity, according to Mr. Prescott’s parochial
reports of “250 sittings.”*3?

The new church was fitted out with beautiful gifts. The altar cross and
vases were presented in 1888, in memory of Edith Thorne (Ellis) Roosevelt,
first wife of Robert B. Roosevelt, Sr., by their sons, John Ellis Roosevelt
and Robert Barnwell Roosevelt, Jr. (see Chapter 11).

The brass eagle lectern was presented on Easter 1888 by Mrs. Alfred A.
(Estelle Silleck) Fraser of Greenville, now West Sayville.

A silver offering plate was given in 1888 by G. I. Herbert and B. B.
Schneider. Messrs Herbert and Schneider were next door neighbors on the
bay, between Edwards and Candee Avenues.

The organ had been presented on Easter 1887 by Lena Cadwalader Evans
and Edith Corse Evans in memory of their grandfather, Israel Corse (1819-
1885).

0 Mr. Merriman lived in Oakdale. He was the manager of the large estate there,
owned by Mr. Christopher R. Robert, Jr., on which Pepperidge Hall was then (1888)
being erected.

¥ Originally, there was no chancel in the stone church and the pews extended right
down to about ten feet in front of the altar rail. Even with these additional pews it is
doubtful if the seating capacity of the church ever was two-hundred and fifty.

The Reverend Joseph H. Bond, Rector Emeritus of St. Ann's, had the chancel built
after he became Rector in 1922. The maximum seating capacity in 1967 is about
two hundred and ten, counting seats in the pews, baptistry, choir, and benches and
chairs placed in the aisle and on the chancel. Even with four services in the church on
Sundays (not including the services in the Parish Hall), the seating capacity is not
anywhere near large enough to accommodate the congregation totaling over nineteen
hundred individual members, if a large part of them chooses to attend church every

Sunday.
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