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ORGANIZATION (if any): Department of Planning and Development

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479

1. NAME OF DISTRICT: _--=-"'-"=~~~~~- ~ _Islip Grange

2. COUNTY: --2::~~~~_TOWN/CITY: ---=I"-"s"-"'l"-"i"'-J:p"--_-'--_VILLAGE: Sayville

3. DESCRIPTION:
This site was planned as a repository for historic structures
and landmarks, to be situated in a ~ark"'like setting which would
reflect the rural/village aspects of living in pre-ei~il War
Long Island. It is a hybrid of municipal museum/restoration
village, with '~some publ1cpartieipatiGn of~an active nature, as
well as some permanent museum type activities.

4. SIGNIFICANCE:
In 1974, faced with the destruction or demolition of buildings

. in:Isl ip T-bWnwhich, were of Illstori:c -'va'lue, and offfered the pur
chase of 12 acres of land contiguous with the 35 acre Broadway Avenue
Town Park, the Town of Islip directed the Town Planning Dep~~t-

ment to formulate a plan for the preservation of buildings o~

the site. :~ite cleardmg and demolition of buildings of historic
value has always been a problem, but a commitment to preserve
and relocate these structures hadImever existed in the Town of
Islip until 1974.
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BY DEVELOPERS 0

OTHER -..,..,,..,,.,.-_.......-'""=""" _

BY ROADS 0

BY DETERIORATION 0

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

•

I

A very interesting repair job put the windmill in working condition.

7. THREATS TO AREA:

BY ZONING 0

6. SOURCES:
Islip Grange Planning Pamphlet. Islip Department of Planning and

Development.

('" ,. '-' "-

8. LOCAL ATTITUDES TOWARD THEJ\REA:

A widelY?ldmire<:tlocalhis'torida-lprojEro't and recreationala-e-traction•



~ I . ,

The Islip Grange includes the following:

Sa 23d

Dutch Reformed Church
Estate Mana~ers Cottage
Ockers Barns
Robinson House
Carriage Shed
Bicentennial Cottage
The Mill

(reproduction1

from East Islip
from Oakdale
from Sayville

(reproduction)
from Sayville
from Bohemia

Islip Grange; Barn from Ockers Estate, uakdale.
NJM 10 ~ 7A, from east
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NJM ...6. neg. 2a

Robinson House &
Wind Mill. view
from northeast

NJNl-6, neg. 3a

Dutch Reformed Church,

Estate Managers'
Cottage ( ...r) view

from northeast
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Preservation Notes/Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities/February 1976

co tinued from page 5

or "T n zoned lands." "Open
Ian would remain forever free
of evelopment. "Resource man
a ment lands" could not be

eveloped beyond their present
intensity except under special
regulations. "Town zoned lands"
would remain just that. While the
bill has alarmed speculators and
some traditionalists, virtually the
only thing the Federal govern
ment would bring with it into
local zoning would be money.

The Star suggests that if the
Nantucket Sound Islands Trust
bill passes the House, it could be
applied to other built-up coastal
areas such as the South Fork.
*Preservation Notes Vol. II" No.1" February
1966. page 5: Vol. VI. No.3. October
1970, page 5; Vol. IX, No.1, March 1973.
pages 2 and 3.

Bourne wind
t and the other

handsome Bourn buildings in
Oakdale by ad ting them for some
contemporary se.

WINDMILL RESTORATION

BROOKHAVEN LANDMARK
Middle Country Road (N.Y. State

Route 25) was one of the three major
roads on Long Island laid out by
special directive early in the 18th

12
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BACKGROUND ON ISLIP GRANGE

In 1974, faced with the destruction or demolition of build
ings in Islip Town which were of historic value, and offered
the purchase of 12 acres of land contiguous with the 35 acre
Broadway Avenue Town Park, the Town of Islip directed the
Town Planning Department to formulate a plan for the
preservation of buildinqs on the site. Site clearing and dem
olition of buildings of historic value has always been a prob
lem, but a commitment to preserve and relocate these struc
tures had never existed in the Town, until 1974.

This site was planned as a repository for historic struc
tures and landmarks, to be situated in a park-like setting
which would reflect the rurallvillage aspects of living in pre
Civil War Long Island. It is a hybrid of municipal museum/res
toration village, with some public participation of an active
nature, as well as some permanent museum type activities.

SUPERVISOR

PETER F. COHAlAN

TOWN BOARD

FRANK BONCORE
NORMAN DE MOTT
JAM ES MACKEY
ANNE PFIFFERLING

TOWN CLERK

THOMAS BARRAGA

TAX RECEIVER

EDWIN BOOGERTMAN

PROJECT PLANNING AND PAMPHLET BY;-"fDWN OF
ISLIP DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

"""c-""
f-- -. ~



Town of Islip Pamphlet.

THE MILL
Builtin 1895 by the Powell tarn
ily, this working windmill was
moved in 1920 by Arthur Udell
to Johnson Ave., Bohemia.
Donated by Ray Korber.

._.~--
~~

ISLIP
GRANGE
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DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH
This is a 3j~ scale reproduction
of the original prodestant Dutch

~/------ Reformed Church of Sayville,
r . now altered and housing Pep-
, pard and Van Emerik, Main St.,

W. Sayville. The original. built in
1867, was used until 1907, when
it became too small for the
growing congregation.

ESTATE MANAGERS COTTAGE
This is an original building from
the Percy Williams Estate, East
Islip, built circa 1880. donated
by Joseph Zanghi and As-

-===1§i~~~~~~£i~~~i::::::::=~~===;;;_~s:ociates.

OCKERS BARNS
These three barns were
built by William Benjamin
in 1800, and were pur
chased by James Ockers
in 1876. The construction
is typical mortise and
tenon with wooden
dowels and pins. The
barns are from the site in
Oakdale now occupied
by the Senior Citizens
housing complex. 00-

"ll.LLlU~=b~_JLJU..i11~~:..nated by Jerry Kramer.

.-JJ.l.L1t-::;:;:;::::J

Town of Islip Pamphlet.

,-,-,-_..:!--------------------



ROBINSON HOUSE
This house was built by
Benjamin Tuthill in 1840.
It was then purchased by
the Case family and final
ly by George Robinson,
around 1920. It was
moved from its original

site on Main si., West of ::===U1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!~~~~TIiiTiGreely Ave., Sayville. Do-
nated by Anthony Yeni
and Ben jam in Block. :::::::::::=====:::;:;;;Jii:'====;U

CARRIAGE SHED
This is a reproduction of a shed
found in St. James, Long Island
built in approximately 1860,
showing the roof construction
characteristic of that period. r···...............

1\

-"""~ ... ~ "

BICENTENNIAL COTTAGE
This stucco cottage was built
by George Robinson in 1920. Its
inspiration comes from English
thatched roof countryside
cottages. It was moved from its
original site on Main St., west
of Greely Ave., Sayville. Do
nated by Anthony Yeni and Ben-

jamin Block. .". -~-••~~~LM1~~ii~WS~~~~=~==~=·~·@

-,__•• >-1 _
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HistOTic Buildings

'rDe,eptvells" aiul water tower before 1911.

'rt:o.ll~ct~O!l. Society for the Preservation of Long Island
.~ntH~UltwS.

American Irish" by William V. Shannon, pages
34,84-85.)

,i After first renting, Gaynor bought in 1905 .•
,; .~J .wnEmhebecameMayoroftheCityofNewYork.

House was then known as the Summer City
Halt
Hand-dug wellsare 125'tieep, lined with brick.
W~ Allen contracted to buy the place in 1919,
but title was never passed. Winthrop Taylor
bought in 1924 from Gaynor estate and had
dining room remodeled by Peabody, Wilson and
Brown, architects, 1924. (The Architecture of
Suffolk County, Hecksher Museum, 1971 pages
15 and 18.)
Wn1. J. Gaynor on 1917 atlas.
M. Smith on 1873 atlas.
W. M. Pullis on 1858 map.

i In St. James National Register District
~ocust trees infront of "Deepwells" residence
i North Country Road. '

Black locusts were planted along the roadside
by ,,Joel L. G. Smith.

i In St. James National Register District.
pId oak - opposite St. .Iames-Episcopal Church
, North Country Road.

Owner St. James Episcopal Church.
, In St. James National Register District.

-+ISiteofihorsesheds (See photo and drawing)
! North Country Road opposite St. James
'Episcopal Church.

,Bunt 1867 by J. Lawrence Smith and his two
sisters for their own use.
jtelil10ved to Suffolk Museum at Stony Brook in
1965.
In St. James National Register District.

J. L. Smith et at. hOTse sheds that stood 0 ositethe Sf. James
Episcopal Church. Removed toSuLolk Museum, 1965.
Collection Society for the Preservation of Long Island

, Antiquities.

aepl.ic~~:tected at Islip Grange c. 1978
, ' , '. w.. l
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J. L.Smithetal. horse sheds. Drau'ingbyJames VanAlst,A.l.A.,
1953.

"Timothy Stable"
North Country Road.
Opposite Episcopal Churchoffice,
Built c. 1910 by Lawrence S. Butler, architect,
for his polo ponies,
Converted for residential use in 1946.
Owner F. A. E. Thompson. ,-

Old Church shed at "Timothy House"
North Country Road.
Threeof original five stalls removed from St.
JarnesEpiscopalChurch parking-lot circa
1949. They now serve as a car-port for "Timothy
House."
In St. James National Register District.

"Timothy House",' ice house, and drying yard
North ,Country·Road.
Built c. 1800, moved back from road and living

'~;

~

~fty Yeats, Head of the Harbor 1928-1978
63
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Continuation Sheet SY 1 A
Islip Grange

Neg. KK XXII-28, fm. NE. "Bayport House" Barn, moved to Islip Grange 1989.

Neg. KK XXII-27, fm. SE. "Bayport House" Barn.



Continuation ShQQt SY 1 A
Islip Grange

Neg. KK XXII-30, fm. N. Gazebo constructed on the site in 1987.

Neg. KK XXII-29, fm. S/SE. Facilities Building constructed on the site, 1990.



Continuation Sheet
Islip Grange

Beacon, 3/23/1989.

Tenants of the .!WJL
Granft:,·Bemard and oe~

£~i1iaIwood, have been given
an extended stay until Jan
uary 31, 1989. The Town of
Islip,. owns the property
which is also known as the
"Robinson House", located
on Broadway Avenue, Say- .
ville, New York. The Town
will receive $600 per month
rent, along with services
from the Smallwoods.

The tenants have assisted
the Town in renovation, and
interior design, to its original
stake circa 1830. They are
highly qualified by educa
tion and knowledge in his
tory, and are willing to
continue to live on the

\."premise. "J!.

SY 1A

~-:--.,;--------------------------------------------------



4. SIGNIFICANCE:
In 1974-. faced with the destruction or demolition of buildings

. ,in :Islip ToWn which. were of historic~,value, and"offered the pur-
chase of 12 acres of land contiguous with the 35 acre Broadway Avenu&
Town Park* the Town of Islip directed the Town Planning Dep~~t-

m~nt tQ formulate a plan for the preservation of buildings on
\it~--s~t~.~S}~e clearing and demolition of buildings of historic
val~e has always been a problem, but a commitment to preserve
and relocate these structures hadrnevez- existed in the Town of

.Islip until 1974.... 'i

5. MAP:
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1979 Inventory Form

The Islip ~range includes the following:

SY 1A
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Dutch Reformed Church

Es ta te ['i!anafCers Cottage

Oc kers Barns

Robinson ;-':ouse

Carriag;e Shed

Bicentennial Cottage
The Mill

(reproduction}
from Ea s t 181 ip

from Oakdale

from Sayville

(reproduction)

from Sayville

from .Bohemia

Islip Grange; Barn from Ockers Estate, uakdale.
NJM 10 - 7A, from east
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1979 Inventory Form
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SY 1A
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x c c i ns on riou se &

.'/ind Mill, view

from northeast

NJI,i-6, neg. 2a

Dutch ~eformed Churc~

~state ,llanagers'

Cottage ( -r)

from northeast

view
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co tinued from page 5

or "T n zoned lands." "Open
Ian would remain forever free
of evelopment, "Resource man
a ment lands" could not be

eveloped beyond their present
intensity except under special
regulations. "Town zoned lands".
would remain just that. While the
bill has alarmed speculators and
some traditionalists, virtually the
only thing the Federal govern
m,"nt would bring with it into
local zoning would be money.

The Star suggests that if the
Nantucket Sound Islands Trust
bill passes the House, it could be
applied to other built-up coastal
areas such as the South Fork.
·Pre.~,.vot;O" Notel Vol. JI~No. 1. F'ebruuy

1966. "a,e 5: Vol vt, No.3. October
1970. pa,e 5: Vol. IX. No.1. March 1973.
pa,es 2 and 3.

~
~~ .

>t *1.' .: -'. .\ -.. ~

\, t~ i-~~ )\---.:t~1
~~~~
.-~

Sayville Drawing by Richard Boyd. A.I.D.

preserve the Art Bourne wind-
mill-pictured and the other
handsome Bourn buildings in
Oakdale by ad ling them for some
contemporary see

BROOKHAVEN LANDMARK
Middle Country Road (N.Y. State

Route 25) was one of the three major
roads on Long Island laid out by
special directive early in the 18th

-e;- -

Preservation Notes/Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities/February 1976

WINDMILL RESTORATION
The Town of Islip in its important

Bicentenniaf restoration program has
tackled a most exciting project: the
re-commissioning of a tum-of-the
century windmill. (right above.) Once
used to pump water for a large estate,
and recently in danger of demolition,
the windmill has been moved to the
Town's preservation area and is being
refurbished. The windmill vanes will
have a diameter of ten feet when the
new blades arrive from the manufac-

~ i'"'__+~.w...l.I.I.....:.:hlll·"-:... This restoration recalls
that carried out in Fairfield, Con
necticut, where concerned citizens
enlisted the Town's support in the
preservation and revitalization of the
Bronson windmill at Greenfield Hill.

In a related matter, it is reported
that plans are under consideration to

12
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BACKGROUND ON ISLIP GRANGE

In 1974. faced with the destruction or demolition of build
ings in Islip Town which were of historic value, and offered
the purchase of 12 acres of land contiguous with the 35 acre
Broadway Avenue Town Park, the Town of Islip directed the
Town Planning Department to formulate a plan for the
preservation of bulldlnqs on the site. Site clearing and dem
olition of buildings of historic value has always been a prob
lem. but a commitment to preserve and relocate these struc
tures had never existed in the Town, until 1974.

This site was planned as a repository for historic struc
tures and landmarks, to be situated in a park-like setting
which would reflect the rural/village aspects of living in pre
Civil War Long Island. It is a hybrid of municipal museum/res
toration village, with some public participation of an active
nature, as well as some permanent museum type activities.

SUPERVISOR

PETER F. COHAlAN

"',.Gi8t1lM

TOWN BOARD

FRANK BONCORE
NORMAN DE MOn
JAMES MACKEY
ANNE PFIFFERLING

TOWN CLERK

THOMAS BARRAGA

TAX RECEIVER

EDWIN BOOGERTMAN

PROJECT PLANNING AND PAMPHLET BY::~OWN OF
ISLIP DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

-- -~
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THE MILL
Built in 1895 by the Powell fam
ily, this working windmill was
moved in 1920 by Arthur Udell
to Johnson Ave., Bohemia.
Donated by Ray Korber.

...,.
:'0.:.' .. iii III

....-..,...

Town of Islip Pamphlet.

r.:...-....__._
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DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH
This is a 3'. scale reproduction
of the original Prodestant Dutch,

~.--....-.Reformed Church of Sayville.
~ now altered and housing Pep-
, pard and Van Emerik. Main St.,

W. Sayville. The original. built in
1867. was used until 1907. when
it became too small for the
growing congregation.

-

ESTATE MANAGERS COTIAGE
This is an original building from
the Percy Williams Estate. East
Islip, built circa 1880, donated
by Joseph Zanghi and As·

-===-1~~~~~~§~~~k:;:::::::===~;;;sociates.

I '
I I
I •

OCKERS BARNS
These three barns were
built by William Benjamin
in 1800. and were pur
chased by James Ockers
in 1876. The construction
is typical mortise and
tenon with wooden
dowels and pins. The

111 I.. '. [barnS are from the site inI' t5l Oakdale now occupied
/11,.;\f'i'J by the Senior CitizensUl housing complex, cc-

/r-'.u.Ll......J,,",,"---i::'-.Jl_l..l..;iWi nated by Jerrv Krame r.

---,~\c:--
"""-.

Town of Islip Pamphlet •

._-:-.,-_._-------------------------------'
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ROBINSON HOUSE
This house was built by
Benjamin Tuthill in 1840.
It was then purchased by
the Case family and final
ly by George Robinson,
around 1920. It was

moved from its original ====U~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!~M~mrnmsite on Main St.. West of
Greely Ave., Sayville. Do
nated by Anthony Yeni
and Benjamin Block. ::::::======:::;:;Nr===;:U

CARRIAGE SHED ~~~~llli~~This is a reproduction of a shed
lound in St. James. Long Island
built in approximately 1860,
showing the roof construction 1/ ,,1/ 11111\

characteristic of that period. r ..."......-.... 1/1/111111>

~ ~-,..--
k' ~~

. ~." /-.. -""-'

----,.
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BICENTENNIAL COTTAGE
This stucco cottage was built
by George Robinson in 1920. Its
inspiration comes from English
thatched roo I countryside
cottages. It was moved from its
original site on Main 51.. west
01 Greely Ave.. Sayville. Do
nated by Anthony Yeni and Ben-
jamin Block. . .. --

o [] Ill---

~__ I__.i.~.__• _



.~'ep~~'eAIL,.. and 1I.1ater f.olcer before 1911.

X~~:i~~~~~~rs:Soeiety for the Preservation of Long Island
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Historic BuiltliJ!gs

Replica erected at Islip Grange c. 1978

--7~----_.
J. L. Smitne: aL ,""U ,;',,1.,. Draa;'.. by JoJ"''' Va,;."/,/. .<.1.."-. v,
1953. ~

Al"terican Irish" by William V. Shannon, pages
34i, 84-85.)
After first renting, Gaynor bought in 1905.
)oll~en he became Mayor ofthe City of New York.
House was then known as the Summer City
H.all.
Hand-dug wells are 125' deep, lined with brick.
V..t. Allen contracted to buy the place in 1919,
but title was never passed. Winthrop Taylor
bought in 1924 from Gaynor estate and had
dining room remodeled by Peabody, Wilson and
Brown, architects, 1924. (The Architecture of
Suffolk County, Hecksher Museum, 1971 pages
115 and 18.)
Wm. J. Gaynor on 1917 atlas.
M. Smith on 1873 atlas.
W. M.Pullis on 1858 map.
lin St. James National Register District

Locust trees in front of "Deepwells" residence "Timothy Stable"
North Country Road. North Country Road.
alack locusts were planted along the roadside Opposite Episcopal Church office.
by Joel 1..G. Smith. Built c. 1910 by Lawrence S. Butler, architect.
In St. James National. Register District. for his polo ponies.

Oldioak - opposite St. James Episcopal Church Converted for residential use in 1946.
, iNorth Country Road. /, Owner F. A. E. Thompson. .'

/k Owner St. James Episcopal Church. [:?{ Old Church shed at "Timothy House"

~~tl:f~~;:,":r,se~:i~O:~~:'~~~~~:~~~~~ •. ~~:~ ~fo;~~~a~of~~~ stalls removed f~om St.
}\y;tc1: !Nor t h Country Road opposite St. James James Episcopal Church parking lot circa
':}": Episcopal Church. 1949. They now serve as a car-port for "Timothy

- :<cf~r;,.Built 1867 by J, Lawrence Smith and his two House."
;\Yif::;, sisters for their own use. In St. James National Register District.
·'t'l'!'; .Removed to Suffolk Museum at Stony Brook in "Timothy House," ice house, and drying yard

_,..1965. North Country Road.
In St. James National Register District. Built c. 1800, moved back from road and living
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